
 
LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL 

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday 28th February 2024 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors D Howard (Chair), R Brown, A Campbell, C Holmes,  

E Jennison-Boyle, J Reid, P Rowlinson & R Scott 
IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk, County Councillor C Hart, District Councillor B Eddy 

 
 

23/207 Apologies for absence  
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Bush and E Poyser-Darby who were unable to 
attend due to work commitments. 
 
23/208 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests - none received. 
 
23/209 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes) 
There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
County Councillor Hart stated that Derbyshire County Council (DCC) are still fixing 2,000 potholes per week and 
encouraged residents to continue reporting them when they occur.  
 
Central Government has allocated funds for pothole fixing and road resurfacing on the Little Eaton stretch of Alftreton 
Road. 
 
Due to considerable pressure on resources, it will be necessary for DCC to increase its budget by 4.99% for 2024/25. 
 
District Councillor Eddy reiterated that the only way to get the discounted rate for the new garden waste scheme was 
to apply online, which she acknowledged was discriminatory against those who did not have access to the internet, 
but that Erewash Borough Council (EBC) has no plans to change how the discount can be applied. 
 
DC Eddy stated that EBC will be setting the Council Tax charge for 2024/25 at its meeting on 7th March and that it was 
not expected that there would be a change to the proposed reduction in Concurrent Function announced in 2023.  
 
It was also noted that EBC has received Shared Prosperity Funding from central government.  Community groups are 
encouraged to apply for a grant of up to £1,500 to deliver a project or activity that will provide benefits for Erewash 
residents. Applications can be submitted until 17th March 2024. 
 
DC Eddy informed members that EBC plan to sell-off a quarter of the recently created Nature Reserve at the disused 
Pewit Golf Course site.  The sale of the land will help the authority to meet local housing needs. 
 
23/210 Variation of Order of Business - none required. 
 
23/211 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not required. 
 
23/212 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 24th January 2024. 
Councillor Reid proposed and Councillor Brown seconded that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes as being 
a true and correct record. All were in favour and the minutes were duly signed. 
 
23/213 Chair’s report 
The Chair thanked Councillors Reid and Scott for looking after the park while the Park Keeper has been ill.  There is 
no update as to when the Park Keeper will be able to resume his duties.  
 
Actions from the Minutes 
23/015 Clock renovations – no update. 
23/136 Parish Council Contracts Review – The ride-on mower has broken and will not be replaced and so the 
Council needs to contract out the mowing of St Peter’s Park and adjust the Park Keeper’s contract accordingly.  
Three quotes have been received for the mowing and Councillor Reid proposed that the quote of £65 per cut from T 
H Heath be accepted as it offers the best value for money.  Councillor Rowlinson seconded the proposal, and all 
agreed that a one-year contract should be awarded based on 30 cuts in the first instance. Millenium Way and St 
Paul’s Churchyard contracts are still under review with the intention that new contracts will be in place by 1st April.  
23/179 Flood Action Plan Policy – no update. 



23/182 Tree Survey – only one quote for the works highlighted in the tree survey has been received so far. Two 
other tree surgeons have been approached and their quotes are awaited. 
23/197 Newsletter advertising –all 4 advertising slots have been taken for 2024. 

 
23/214 Report of the Parish Clerk – nothing to report. 
 
23/215 Working Group Feedback: 

• Recruitment Group 
o Induction Pack – it was agreed that this is an evolving document and therefore it should be circulated to 

members in its current form and updated as and when necessary. 

• Village Hall  
o Draft Minutes from 16th February meeting – noted. 

o Pre-school are currently unable to meeting the proposed rent increase, but the Village Hall Committee 

is working with them to achieve the increase. 

o The Treasurer is currently working on the budget for 2024/25. 

• Park Group   
o St Peter’s Park wall repairs – completed. 
o Playground refurbishment – Councillor Reid found during his latest safety check at the playground 

that 2 of the cradles on the toddler swings were worn and required removal due to safety concerns.  
The cost of new cradles is £220 each.  Councillor Reid proposed that as the swings are well used and 

won’t be replaced as part of the playground upgrade, some of the money donated by the Kitchen Choir 
towards the playground refurbishment should be used to purchase 2 new cradle seats. Councillor 

Brown seconded the proposal, and all agreed. 

Councillor Reid also reported that although the seesaw is in good repair, the tyres are worn and need 

replacing.  Council Reid will replace the tyres before the end of April. 

o Google Calendar of park use – the calendar seems to be working okay however checks are needed 

to ensure that all users can see other users bookings. 

o Car Park barrier not working – the Clerk reported that she had received confirmation that the 

repairs to the barrier requested in 2022 had been carried out.  As there is no corresponding cost in 
the Council’s accounts it is presumed that these were carried out under the guarantee.  The Clerk will 

forward a copy of the car park carrier manual to the Park Group so that they can try and ascertain 
what the fault might be prior to calling out the barrier repair company. 

o Toilet block locks – Councillor Reid reported that the lock on the door to the men’s toilets is jammed 
open and the lock on the ladies door doesn’t close properly. Councillors Howard and Reid will 

investigate further. 

• Finance Group  
o Councillor Scott informed members that he is currently working on an expansion to the 2024 

Budget sheet so that monthly actuals and forecasts can be tracked more easily. 

• Environmental Action Group  
o Draft Minutes from 5th February meeting – noted. 

o Plans to extend the wildflower meadow at Millenium Way to increase biodiversity are continuing.  
It was agreed to put a short article outlining the plans in the Spring Newsletter.   

o Biodiversity Action Plan – the EAG is liaising with Duffield Town Council regarding what to 
include in the plan. 

• Footpaths 
o No issues reported. 

 
23/216  Finance 

• It was noted that income totalling £2,918.00 had been received during February.  Included in this figure is a 
grant from The Bates Trust of £1,000 towards the tree removal at the Churchyard, a donation of £650 
towards playground refurbishments from the Kitchen Choir and a donation of £268.33 from Little Eaton 
Carnival towards to EAG towards the refurbishment of the phone box. 

• Payments for February totalling £3,220.59 were circulated to members for approval. Councillor Holmes 
proposed and Councillor Scott seconded that the payments be approved and the accounts to which they 
relate paid. All agreed. 

 
23/217 Planning Applications  
Application number: ERE/0224/0008 10 Westley Crescent Little Eaton  
Proposed development:   Erection of porch extension to front elevation, Erection of rear extension. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objection to this application subject to mitigating measures being 

incorporated to ensure there is no increase in surface water run-off following development.  
 
Application number: ERE/0422/0051 Land North East of The Chase, Little Eaton 
Outline application: One detached dwelling (fronting Whittaker Lane) with matters of access and scale for approval 
now (appearance, landscaping and layout reserved). 



It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objection to this application subject to mitigating measures being 

incorporated to ensure there is no increase in surface water run-off following development.  
 
Application number:  ERE/1223/0038 – AMENDED PLANS RECEIVED 3 Highfield Road, Little Eaton 

Proposed development:  Extension to roof to create a first floor to the front elevation and second floor to rear 

including a projecting dormer to the side to form additional accommodation. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council’s comments in relation to the original planning application were still valid and 

no further comment was required.   

 

23/218 Website Migration 
A comparison between several Website providers was circulated to members. 
Councillor Howard proposed and Councillor Brown seconded that the Parish Council’s website and hosting should 
be transferred to Parish Online, as it offered all the necessary functions at the best value for money. All agreed.  It 
was also agreed that the Parish Council will move to a gov.uk domain name and emails.  
 
23/219 DALC Membership 
Benefits of membership to DALC and to SLCC were compared along with the costs.   
It was noted that the Parish Council had received advice from DALC on several occasions in the past year, as well 
as policy templates and legislation updates.  Councillor Brown therefore proposed and Councillor Campbell 
seconded that the Parish Council should continue to subscribe to DALC for the next year, but not to the enhanced 
subscription. 
 
23/220 Publication Scheme  
A draft Publication Scheme was circulated to members. 
Councillor Howard proposed and Councillor Holmes seconded that the Parish Council should adopt the Publication 
Scheme. 
 
23/221 Churchyard project  
Councillor Scott informed members that he will liaise with St Paul’s Church and volunteers with the view to pulling 
together a process document of all the steps involved for the effect management of the Churchyard going forward, ie 
wall and trees maintenance, biodiversity and bat studies.  It was agreed to outline the Parish Council’s plans about 
the Churchyard in the Spring Newsletter and ask for volunteers to help clear the overgrown areas ideally before the 
end of March.  
 
23/222 Churchyard tree survey quotes 
It was agreed to instruct Canopy Tree Surveys to undertake a survey of the trees in the Churchyard at a cost of 
£450+VAT. 
 
It was also agreed that Councillor Jennison-Boyle will contact the bat expert in the village for advice on protecting 
the bats at the Churchyard during any necessary maintenance work. 
 
As the Churchyard lies within a conservation area the Clerk will contact the Conservation team at Erewash Borough 
Council to see whether any special permissions are required prior to the clearance work commencing. 
 
The Clerk will also contact Remedi, an initiative to organise reparative activities for young people and adults across 
Derbyshire, to see if the Churchyard clearance would be a suitable project for them to consider. 
 
23/223 Request to use football pitch by Stockbrook Colts for Under 12s friendlies 
It was agreed that the pitches are already used to full capacity and there is no room for additional teams.  
 
23/224 Changes to EBC’s Garden Waste Collection Services  
Councillor Holmes has investigated the process involved regarding helping people who do not have internet access 
to apply online for the garden waste scheme.  It’s not practicable for the Parish Council to facilitate however if it is 
something that the Community Cares group feels able to support the Village Hall will be made available to them.  
Councillor Howard will contact Community Cares to suggest that they contact those that they feel are at risk of 
missing out on the discounted subscription. 
 
It was agreed to write to Erewash Borough Council asking whether the Council can now be included in the garden 
waste scheme as it is now a paid for service. 
 
23/225 Book Exchange  
Suggestions for the improvement of the small garden area surrounding the Book Exchange were circulated to 
members. 
 
It was agreed that it was not feasible to install railing around the area as an Objects Licence would be needed.  
However, it was agreed that further details would be sought on the suggestion to remove the grass and replant the 
area with flowering shrubs as this could support biodiversity.  



 
23/226 Correspondence for Action  

• Letter from His Majesty The King’s Portrait Scheme, Cabinet Office, offer a free portrait of His Majesty The King 
– It was agreed to apply for a free portrait of His Majesty The King which could be hung in the Village Hall.  

• Amber Valley Borough Pre-Submission Local Plan 2022-2040 - Regulations 19 & 20 Consultation – noted. 

• Alfreton Road Closure 13th – 19th March https://one.network/?tm=137634982 – noted. 
• Donation request from The Derbyshire Children’s Holiday Centre (DCHC) charity –the Parish Council does not 

have the budget to be able to make a donation at this time. 

 

23/227 Correspondence for Information  

• DALC February newsletter 

• Immediate Justice Newsletter 

• Rural Action Derbyshire press release regarding a pilot scheme to refurbish donated laptops/tablets to then get 
them out to people who would otherwise be digitally excluded  

• Police & Crime Commissioners January newsletter 

• Notification of consultation offering you the opportunity to help shape Derby’s new Local Plan. Survey ends on 
Monday 25th March 2024.  You can access the survey on our Let’s Talk Derby page at 

https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/local-plan. Should you need a paper copy, you can request one by emailing 
planningpolicy@derby.gov.uk 

 

 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.33pm. 
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