LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environmental Action working group of Little Eaton Parish Council held on
Monday 24" July 2023 at Little Eaton Village Hall.

PRESENT: Parish Councilor C Holmes, Parish Councilor J Reid, P Watson, B Shore, K Linge, A
Jennison-Brown, J Kaye-Allan, L Aspden

23/017 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies received from S Last.

23/018 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests.
L Aspden works for Natural England and is also part of the Little Eaton Greenway project. Attendance at
meetings of the environmental action working group is in a personal capacity.

23/019 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 5™ June 2023
Everyone agreed the minutes.

23/020 Actions arising from the minutes

23/005 Litter Picking

Nine adults and three children participated in the litter pick on 2" July — the morning after the carnival. Thanks
go to them and another parishioner who carries out a regular litter pick from Starbucks back down into the
village. It was also noted that another person was spotted earlier in the morning on the park carrying out their
own litter pick.

Plenty of equipment is available for litter picking and it was noted that school are promoting litter picking in year
12.

Councilor J Reid has spoken with the Erewash bin collection team — bins are emptied on a Thursday and
Sunday.

We now have keys to the large village hall lockable bins.

Action: date to be arranged for the next litter pick in September.

23/006 and 23/007 Community Recycling and 23/014 Phone box recycling hub

Art box —was covered in newsletter and conversion will take place to a recycling hub for agreed types of hard
to recycle small items agreed by the parish council.

B Shore suggested that the name ‘art’ can continue as ‘A Recycling Telephone box’

Looking out for sturdy boxes and shelving to build into the box to convert it into a recycling hub.

Seed sharing was another idea put forward in the village as an option for the recycling hub and the idea will be
further looked at ahead of the Spring.

Action: A working group (subset of this group — Councilor J Reid, K Linge, A Jennison-Brown), will work
further on setting the box up including agreeing what it will hold. Current ideas are: pens, blister packs, printer
cartridges, make up. Content collected will be passed on to local stores that recycle them such as Boots and
Currys or other recycling bodies. It was noted that some places may only accept individual recycling.
Councilor C Holmes will check at Boots.

Work continuing on provision of information related to local recycling locations and Art Box Recyling will be
included in that information. Can highlight within the Village Newsletter too. Posters to make people aware of
change of use of the box will be produced including posters to go inside the box.

A very small amount of funding may be needed to bring the box to fruition in its new role. It was fairly recently
painted. Action: Councilor J Reid looking at funding requirements.



23/008 Repair Cafe

Proposal containing principles and aims taken to the Parish Council and are happy to support the idea.
Repair café Wales who provide umbrella insurance and other support have put a temporary pause on
applications from England due to funding limits being reached. Councilor J Reid is awaiting outcomes from
their committee meeting and also looking at whether or not we can insure ourselves and take advantage of
their support. Conversations will also take place if necessary with Belper Repair Café for advice.

23/012 Coronation Copse

Following on to the last meeting during which we discussed planting small native trees in appropriate locations
such as along Millennium Way, Action: ClIr Reid, Holmes, B Shore and L Aspden plan to walk through the
area in August to discuss and plan further.

23/013 Park millennium Wildflower Area
The meadow is primarily a Spring meadow with paths mown through it by the park keeper and can be fully
mowed late August, with the need to dispose of the grass (so that it doesn’t add nutrition back into the soil).

Work party needed (Scouts will be approached to support too) to plant some bulbs in the wildflower area
during the Autumn and potentially yellow-rattle which helps to further reduce the nutrient level to enable wild
flowers to establish. Little Eaton in Bloom will fund the planting.

Need to consider the plan for the wider meadow with recognition that there is the need to cut back some of the
tree canopy as well to allow extra sunlight onto the wildlife area.

23/021 Working with LEGG re railway line / multi user route

£3 million has been allocated to fund the greenway from Station Road to Kilburn with various ways onto the
greenway through the village. Planning related activity including community engagement continues with an
expectation that work could commence as early 24/25 after the bird breeding season. There is the potential to
commence environmental activity before then such as making bat and bird boxes with the greenway being kept
relatively clear of scrub in the interim. The greenway route also acts as a wildlife corridor through the village
and there is the opportunity as the greenway is developed to increase biodiversity along the route.

23/022 Posters for agenda / minutes- saving paper/ink

Parish council meeting minutes go on to village noticeboards as well as the parish council website and
Facebook us used to raise awareness of activity related to the Parish Council including this working group.

To save paper and ink, discussed potential use of a wipeable laminate on the notice boards onto which to write
key messages [as not all parishioners would access social media]. It was recognised that a QR code can be
provided on the notice-boards to enable minutes to be quickly accessed on-line via a phone camera. Action
with P Watson to generate a QR code. Action with Councilor C Holmes to take ideas to the next parish
council meeting

23/023 The Environment section 8 Little Eaton Neighbourhood plan

Discussion took place about the neighbourhood plan which included a section agreed by 90% of people that
protection of biodiversity is important in the village. The plan runs through until 2033. It was agreed that it was
important to have a good understanding of the plan and alignment between activities proposed via this group
and the overall plan.

Action: B Shore and L Aspden will review the plan and provide a summary of key points from it for discussion
in a future meeting including whether or not any review activity is required in 2026.



23/024 Air Pollution in the village

Discussion took place around air pollution around the school area caused by engines being left running by
parents waiting for children. This included the fact that children learning about air pollution at school and the
impact on health would be a way to encourage parents by children to switch off engines. General signage is
being re-done on the playground and additional signage relating to air pollution could be added at the same
time.

Hedging is also known to reduce air pollution, and (for example) adding hedging to the edge of the village hall
car park would a way of absorbing pollutants from cars parking there.

Action: K Linge, J Kaye-Allan to liaise with the school, P Watson will check with the Co-op community support
team to see if they provide any information in this area.

23/025 Hedgehog Highway project
An organisation called Hedgehogs R Us (hedgehogsrus.co.uk) approached the Parish Council. The
organization have plenty of good ideas to protect hedgehogs which we encourage (eg. hedgehog sized holes
to enable them to move between gardens) but we noted that there was a push for purchase of merchandise
such as hedgehog arches. A response will be made back to them to say that whilst we are not looking to make
purchases, we do plan to raise awareness of support for hedgehogs later on in the year as part of our plan for
nature.

This led onto discussion relating to pulling together a communication calendar featuring relevant information at
each stage of the year (eg. encouraging no mow May). Action: all to discuss further at the next meeting.

23/026 Agenda Items for next Meeting
These should be sent to Councilor C Holmes by 18" September.

23/027 Date of next meeting : Monday 25" September in The Heritage Room at the Little Eaton Village Hall 7pm



