
 

 

  
LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Environmental Action working group of Little Eaton Parish Council held on  
Monday 5th June 2023 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillor C Holmes, Parish Councillor J Reid, P Watson, B Shore, S Last, K 

Linge, A Jennison-Brown, J Kaye-Allan 
 
 

23/001 To receive apologies for absence. 
 None received 
23/002 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests.   
 None declared 
23/003 Appointment of Chair / secretary 

Cllr Holmes was nominated and accepted the role of Chair for the next year. Nobody volunteered to be 
secretary so it was decided that the role would be shared between group members with a different person 
taking brief minutes at each meeting 

23/004  Terms of Reference Review 
These had been circulated to the group members previously and agreed at the April Full PC meeting. B Shore 
requested that they are amended to include local businesses (Point 9 in the ToR document). This was agreed 
and the Chair will amend, re-circulate and request the PC clerk post on the website. The chair also 
amended the document to change the frequency of required meetings to every 3 months 

23/005 Litter Picking 
Discussed the regular users who litter pick around the village by themselves and not as part of the PC organized 
events. Also, that we have had 3 DoE students doing litter picks for us and could contact Ecclesbourne School 
to inform them officially that we have the capacity to supervise a couple of students undertaking this in future – 
Cllr Holmes to do this. Discussion held re how to try to organize the litter picks so that more of the village is 
covered although this is dependent on how many volunteers attend each event, but we could try starting from 
different locations. Cllr Holmes fedback that at some events only I person attends. Cllr Reid is organizing the 
equipment to be kept in the park keepers store at the VH so that in future other members of this group can 
lead the litter pick events. L Aspden and B Shore are going to do this for the Carnival litter pick on 2nd July 
at 10am. Cllr Holmes will circulate the poster for this event. Cllr Holmes showed the group the EBC guides 
to litter picking - these have to be read by any new person undertaking litter picking for us and 2 copies are kept 
with the equipment 

23/006 and 23/007Community recycling  
 Discussion held on the current recycling options and options around increasing local recycling schemes in the 

community that this group can take responsibility for.  
 Current schemes –1.  confectionary Recycling -at Youth Café and collection box at 16 Croft End 2. Acuvue 

Contact lenses scheme -collection box at 16 Croft End 3. Writing Instruments - collection box at the Art Box and 
primary school, although again this has not been happening. Plan – Cllr Holmes and Reid to discuss 
confectionary recycling with Youth Café/ A Jennison- Brown to discuss writing instruments recycling with school. 

 Lots of other local recycling options available and would be good to signpost the local community to these. LE 
GP surgery are willing to have a box to recycle blister packs – A Jennison-Brown to organize and Cllr 
Holmes to advertise this on the PC fb page 

 Would be good to have a map of local recycling points for the community - P Watson happy to design this for 
the group and can be then added to as we get more recycling points (See also 23/014) Cllr Holmes to send 
info to P Watson on the current projects and locations 

23/008 Repair Café 
 Cllr Reid explained the principles and aims of repair café for the village. Everyone very keen to explore this 

further. There is a small cost to set up and for insurance, and a second-hand PAT testing device with Repair 
Café Wales.  Would ideally use the VH as a location and run the café monthly. Could ask local groups such as 
school PTFA, WI, Scouts to run refreshments and split profits. All repairs are done for free with donations. Option 
of linking in with the Village Green giveaway group, and perhaps offer jigsaw exchange. Lots of skilled people 
we can call on in the village to be involved with this in role of repairers 

 Cllr Reid, S Last, K Linge to work on a proposal and costings to include a grant application to take to 
next PC mtg on 5th July to seek approval for the Repair Café project 



 

 

23/009 Website / FB page 
 All agreed that we should continue to use the PC website and FB page for promoting any work this group does 

and engaging with the local community. Cllr Holmes has responsibility for the PC Facebook page so can 
continue to do this for the group. In future we can as the PC clerk to set up an area on the website for this 
group so the community can easily access all the work / info on projects we are organizing 

23/010 Declaration of a climate emergency 
 Brief discussion on this topic. Agreed to think about this in the future 
23/011 Grant Application for funding 
 Can access small grants of up to £1,000 through EBC and DCC so will look to request the PC do this for this 

group in order to set up repair café, buy some litter picking rubbish bag holders, and potentially setting up a 
community recycling hub in The Art Box. See above 23/008 

23/012 Coronation Copse  
 Cllr Reid talked about how the village has a lot of infrastructure such as benches now and not really any space 

for any more but we could look at planting small native trees in appropriate locations. This could also be linked 
to the Kings Coronation and become a focal point of the Coronation for the village. Further discussion 
regarding the process of doing this and B Shore was able to provide valuable knowledge/ experience on this. 
FLEC/ LEIB had previously approached the PC for support applying for a cultivation license to lant trees for the 
Queens Jubilee but this has not progressed further.  One such location could be along Millennium Way and 
could be linked to the further development of the wildflower areas that FLEC and LEIB currently manage. Both 
groups are keen to continue to develop these further and we discussed options of making them longer and 
wider with mowed pathways through them and introducing even more native wild perennials for further interest. 
Lots of issues with managing these though as at the end of the season they have to be mowed and raked and 
the long grass collected. B Shore told the group how this was would need more people to be involved but that 
could be achieved through this group. Links possible to DCC Million Trees project and Street Trees planting – 
S Last has the council contact for this and will share with the group. Cllr Reid, Holmes and B Shore to walk 
through the area to discus and plan further 

23/013 Park millennium Wildflower Area 
 Cllr Reid explained he is the lead for the Parks and Open Spaces PC working group and would like to look to 

further develop the wildflower area in the park. Showed the area on a map of the park that he would like to 
extend in the future, following consultation with other park users and local community.  Again, would be worth 
considering how we can bring in more wildflower interest to this area and mow paths through it for further 
interest, and how to manage it in the future 

23/014 Phone Box recycling Hub 
 The Art Box is no longer being run and the PC are looking at options. One idea would be to turn it into a 

community recycling hub for the village. Some of the existing recycling collections could be moved there such 
as contact lenses, and the writing instruments is already in situ there. Could then look at fitting it out with 
shelves or contains for other recycling options. Can explore registering with Terracycle for new recycling 
projects depending on the space required for collection.  Or set up collection for projects that we as a group 
can take to a formal collection site. Would need to ensure health and safety and not collect any food packages 
due to smell. Discussed glasses/ spectacles – need to confirm if these are recycled at Spec Savers still, Toner/ 
Ink cartridges – need to check where can be recycled locally, Oral Care products – a teracycle programme can 
be taken to a local collection point at Kedleston Dental Care, and other local locations, marigold rubber gloves 
– need to check collection sites available locally, Beauty empties – at local Superdrug store in Derby. 

 Some of these we could start doing in the Art Box immediately as it is currently not being used for 
anything, just need to advertise and set up collection boxes.  
Cllr Holmes and Reid to also take proposal to next PC mtg.  

23/015 Future Meetings/ Communication 
 Everyone happy to continue with communication on WA group.  
23/016 Date of next Meeting :  Monday 17th July in The Heritage Room at the Little Eaton Village Hall 7pm 
  
  
 


