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Finance Group 

As your Parish Councillors we have a 

responsibility to manage the funds we 

receive prudently and responsibly. 

We receive funds from 3 main areas: 

• Precept 

• Concurrent Functions Grant 

• Grants and Donations for specific 

projects within the Parish 

 

In 2023/24 the following were awarded 

to us: 

Precept £20,020.00 (£21.95 per Band 

D household) 

Concurrent Functions Grant £13,027.00 

Total £33,047 

 

This total equates to approx £22 per 

adult (2021 census adult population 

1518) or £33 per household 

The Precept is the amount of money 

raised by the Parish Council as a 

proportion of the Council Tax. 

The Precept for Little Eaton at £21.95 

for a Band D house is incredibly low 

compared to many local Parish Councils 

as can seen below: 

We employ a Parish Clerk, as we are 

required to, who ensures the Parish 

Council is run in line with regulations 

and has proper processes and 

procedures which are adhered to. 

The Parish Council looks after a wide 

range of areas within the village and 

uses contractors to maintain these vital 
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assets. a tender process was run in 

March 2023 to ensure value for money 

and contracts run for 2 years until 

2025. 

The areas looked after include: 

Millenium Way, Croft Corner, The 

Churchyard & Cemetery, St Peter's Park 

inc the Children's Play Area, Sports 

Pavillion & Public toilets. 

The costs associated with these 

maintenance contracts has steadily 

risen over the past few years and at 

present run to over £33,000. 

 

We have as a Parish Council been using 

reserves to meet the shortfall in funds 

and our volunteer councillors have been 

putting in their own personal time and a 

great deal of effort to save additional 

money being required. 

 

Clearly the use of reserves for ongoing 

services is not a practice that can 

continue, so we will be looking at raising 

the Precept to try and bridge the funding 

gap. 

The Concurrent Functions Grant is 

funding paid to the Parish Council by 

Erewash Borough Council for functions 

which are carried out by the Parish 

Council rather than the Borough Council, 

such as open spaces, 

 

Unfortunately Erewash Borough Council 

have recently announced that the 

Concurrent Grant for 2024/25 will only 

be £2,000 for all Parish Councils and in 

2025/25 will reduce to £zero.  

This means that we will have to meet 

this shortfall (£11,027) from an 

increase in Precept in 24/25 and look to 

raise it again in 2025/26.  

 

We will be exploring how to ensure we 

limit the Precept increase to cover our 

commitments and we will look to cover 

any additional expenditure by exploring 

grants and funding streams to enhance 

our public amenities and spaces. 

Whilst we appreciate that these are 

difficult times with the cost of living 

seeming to rise every day, we cannot 

continue to serve the village without the 

funds to deliver the services that you the 

residents deserve.  

We hope that we have your support and 

will of course be open to any comments 

or feedback you may have regarding 

this.  

Please email: 

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 

mailto:clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.co.uk


Environmental Action Working Group 

Autumn is nearly upon us and now is 

a great time of year to help  

hedgehogs get around our village. 

Making hedgehog holes in fences 

and barriers to link up gardens helps 

them roam safely in search of food. 

Hedgehogs need to be able to 

wander far and wide in search of 

food, mates and nesting sites – the 

average hedgehog can roam 2km a 

night!  

There is lots of really useful  

information on the Wildlife Trusts 

website and even details on how you 

can record your hedgehog hole on 

the national network, Hedgehog 

Street. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/action

s/how-create-hedgehog-hole  

You could even build a hedgehog 

hotel giving them a safe place to 

hibernate over winter. Please also 

remember to check any bonfires for 

hibernating hedgehogs and follow 

the tips here to avoid harming 

hedgehogs that might be visiting 

your garden in the coming months: 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/action

s/how-check-your-bonfire-hedgehogs 

 

Recycling 
The environmental action group are 

working towards creating a  

community recycling hub in the old 

red telephone box at the Toll Bar, 

formally The Art Box on Alfreton 

Road but in the meantime you can 

recycle the following locally: 

Writing Instruments – The Art Box 

and at The Primary School. All writing 

instruments can be included –any 

type of pen, felt tip, highlighter,  

marker, correction fluid pot, 

correction tape, mechanical pencil 

or eraser pens.  

Wooden pencils and chalk are not 

accepted in this scheme and also 

note that glue sticks, erasers, rulers 

and other cutting objects also 

cannot be recycled so please be 

careful not to include. 

 

Other local recycling options  

available are - 

Soft Contact lenses and foil covers - 

16 Croft End 

Empty medication blister packs – 

Little Eaton Surgery 

Soft plastics – Co-op 

Batteries - Co-op / Wilko stores 

Garden compost bags – can be 

taken to Little Eaton Garden Centre, 

recycling point at front entrance 

Glasses / spectacles – Specsavers 

branches 

Makeup empties – Superdrug and 

Boots stores. Scheme includes 

empty foundation bottles, concealer 

tubes, powders and blushers,  

mascaras, eyeliner and eyeshadow 

palettes, lipsticks, lip- glosses and 

balms. 

I’m sure you’ll all agree our 

groundskeeper, Andy, has done a 

great job keeping St Peter’s Park 

looking lovely this summer despite 

ongoing mechanical issues with our 

aging equipment. 

The oak bench remembering Thom-

as Bates, the man who donated the 

park land to the village, has been 

renovated by his family and reinstat-

ed below the monument. The col-

lapsing dry stone wall at the far 

northern end of the park has been 

beautifully repaired by Ox Stone 

Craft.  

Thanks go out to volunteers from the 

Bowls Club who have taken on the 

unenviable task of clearing brambles 

along the boundary within the play-

ground. 

Unfortunately we’ve continued to 

suffer from petty vandalism around 

the area of the park toilets. Tight 

finances mean that any repairs have 

to be carried out by parish council-

lors so please bare with us if you 

find the facilities closed. The toilets 

are currently open 9-5 (9-3 once the 

nights draw in), the doors lock auto-

matically outside these times.  

We’ve reported all incidents to the 

police and will continue to do so.  

Our CCTV has proved its worth and 

at least one offender has been for-

mally dealt with by our local PCSOs.   

You may have spotted volunteers up 

to their armpits in drains over recent 

months and installing replacement 

speed bumps.  We are pleased to 

report that the road outside the vil-

lage hall no longer floods plus the 

new bumps make the whole area 

safer for pedestrians; the new 

bumps are designed to limit speeds 

to 5 mph so please drive slowly.  A 

drain below the turf on the park has 

also been cleared of accumulated 

soil twice in an attempt to improve 

water flow during heavy rainfall.  

Have you seen posters around the 

park encouraging residents, particu-

larly our young people, to complete a 

survey about the playground and 

park area in general? 

The parish council is determined to 

source funding to improve the play 

equipment and youth provision but 

we need the views of our children 

and teenagers to know what they 

want from the park. If you’d like to 

contribute please scan the QR code 

and give us your views. 

Parks and Open Spaces 



On June 12th the subject of the 
talk at the monthly meeting of the 
Society was “Little Eaton Carnival” 
This meeting was very timely 
coming approximately 2 weeks 
before this year's carnival. Philip 
Hunter spoke about Tittle Cock 
Fair which took place at around 

Easter every year until the 1960s 
The Carnival began life as a  
Sports Day in the 1920s and 
became the event we know today 
in 1950 with a Carnival Queen/
King in attendance. 

Peter Tulloch and myself talked 
about the Carnival with lots of 
photographs and Steve Mann, the 
current Carnival Chairman, 
outlined the plans for this year's 
Carnival. 

Much of the material from this 
meeting was on display in the 
marquee on carnival day. We also 
showed a large framed photograph 
from 1948 taken in the village with 
the title “Quarry Lodge”.  

This had been found in the loft of a 
lady in the village and had showed 
her late father in law as well as 

other men from the village who, 
we believe, were members of an 
organisation called the Royal 
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes. 
The Buffs, as they were known 
met regularly in the Queens Head 
and their aims were to improve 
the society that they lived in. The 
organisation still exists world wide 
particularly in the USA, but not in 
Little Eaton.  

Glenda Harrison, whose father is 
in the photograph remembers 
going on an outing but apart from 
that we have no information. If 
anyone remembers anything 
about the groups activities we 
would love to hear from you. (tel 
01332 831966 or lelhs.org.uk} 

Earlier in the summer we were 
contacted by an organisation 
called the Derby and Sandiacre 
Canal Trust who were interested 
in having a tour of what remains 
of the canal that ran from Derby to 
Little Eaton and the gang road 
through the village to Denby. 

Starting from the display near 
Outrams Wharf I led a group 
taking in the Clock House and the 
route of the gang road through the 
village to Jack o' Darley bridge. 

Bill Hutchison 

In June we completed the erection 
of a shelter/viewing area on the 
Tennis Court side of the Green. 
This is a major benefit to both 
members and visitors and we would 
like to thank Erewash Borough 
Council, Little Eaton Parish Council 
and Derbyshire County Council for 
their support. We would also like to 
thank our contractor Ashley Hague 
for creating an attractive and  
functional building in keeping with 
our rural village. 

At the time of writing our League 
bowls season is coming to an end 
and we have again had a 
successful season. In the Belper 
League our Saturday A team were 
Division 3 champions and in the 
South Derbyshire League our 
Friday Men’s team were also 

Division 3 champions. Our Derby 
Mens Vets second team reached 
the semi final of the Memorial Cup 
and the Saturday B team again 
reached the final of the Doubles 
Cup. We start our Floodlit League 
games on 1st September until 1st 
October. Our first team has again 
been promoted and will play in 
division 2. We also will be  fielding a 
second team in Division 5. 

We welcome anyone interested in 
taking up the great game of crown 
green bowls and cater for the 
complete beginner to the 
experienced bowler and also junior 
bowlers with parental supervision. 
We are a friendly club of all ages so 
why not come down and give it a 
try. There are some contacts given 
below and you can arrange free 
taster sessions which will be 
available once the green is 
reopened towards the end of March 
2024. Free equipment hire is also 
available for these sessions. 

If there are any local businesses 
interested in sponsorship and would 
like to discuss the benefits we offer 
please contact Allan Barber (see 
below). We would love to hear from 
you. 

Contacts: Marilyn Pendlebury
(Chairman) tel 07887525112; 
Shirley Moody (Secretary) 

tel 07760452663 ;  

Allan Barber (Treasurer) 
07709061861. 

LITTLE EATON  

BOWLS CLUB 

The village book exchange 

continues to attract daily visitors 

and your generous book 

donations provide an eclectic mix 

for readers of all ages. The “Red 

Tardis” took on a new role during 

‘lock down’ and expanded into a 

very popular jigsaw and knitting 

pattern swap which continues 

today.  

Visitors regularly comment that 

our Book Exchange is one of the 

best in Derbyshire providing a 

wide choice of reading material 

and well displayed clean books. 

The location has an additional 

bonus benefitting from bench 

seating next to the brook and the 

planter with its display of award 

winning roses. This seems to 

draw people back. 

It has also attracted the attention 

of Radio Derby who recently 

visited the book exchange as part 

of a broadcast on the different 

uses of telephone boxes in 

Derbyshire. 

Thank you to everyone who keeps 

our village community library alive 

and if you have not visited the 

‘Red Tardis’ yet then have a stroll 

to Mill Green. You don’t know 

what you might be missing!  

LITTLE EATON BOOK EXCHANGE 



Little Eaton Village Hall 

Directory 
Email: bookings@littleeatonvillagehall.com  

or call 07805 053180 to arrange a viewing of 
the facilities. 

Tuesdays 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper hall) 

 
Baby Sensory 

9.00 am – 3.00 pm 

Baby development class specially 
designed for babies from birth – 13 

months. 

Claire: 07967 485855   

derbyeast@babysensory.co.uk 

 

Tai Chi and Health Qigong 

6.30-7.30pm – Beginners/Improvers  

7.45-8.45pm – Improvers/Advanced  

Carol Gascoyne on 07920080443  

email carol@wildhorsetaichi.com 

 
Lower Hall 

 

The Village Pre-School 
9.00am – 12.00 

12.00 – 12.30 Lunch Club 
12.30 – 3.30 

OFSTED No. 206836  
All children welcome from age 2 

years, free 15 hours 
funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.  

For more information call 
Sharon Self 07493 925900 

Free Taster Sessions available. 
Come along and join 

the fun.  
thevillagepre-school@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Jody White – The Studio    
4.30-6.30pm – 8pm  

Private Dance Tuition 

 

Taekwondo Martial Arts Lessons 
Build up your fitness, confidence, 
courtesy, integrity, perseverance, 

and self-control. 
7 pm – 8pm 
8–pm – 9 pm 

Check out www.mandm.academy 
Tony Stevenson on 07818 559309 

 

Mondays 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper hall) 

 
Pilates Class  

09.15am—10.15am  
Suzanne Watson 07810  023743  

 
Fast Fitness / Fitness Yoga  

Fitness Pilates – 5.00 pm—5.45pm  
Fast Fitness - 6.00 pm—6.30pm  
Fast Fitness with weights - 6.45 

pm—7.30pm  
Ailsa Waters  07929 610558 

 
Restless Soles  

8.00 pm – 10.00 pm 

Mixed Appalachian Dance Group 
who dance to Old Time American 

music. Practices on a Monday night 
and performing at various events, 
including folk and morris events, 

throughout the year.  
We welcome new dancers and mu-

sicians to join us.  
Sara 07803 137354  
Fiona 07951 910993 

 
Lower Hall 

 
The Village Pre-School 

9.00am – 12.00 
12.00 – 12.30 Lunch Club 

12.30 – 3.30 
OFSTED No. 206836  

All children welcome from age 2 
years, free 15 hours 

funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.  
For more information call 

Sharon Self 07493 925900 
Free Taster Sessions available. 

Come along and join 
the fun.  

thevillagepre-school@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Beaver Scouts 
Boys and Girls 6 to 8 years   

5pm – 7pm 

Jessica Bennett 07719 467780 

jessicabennett118@gmail.com 

 

Table Tennis – Private Club     
8.00 pm – 9.30 pm  

Wednesdays 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper hall) 
 

Little Eaton Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting every 1st Wed  

7pm – 9pm (not during Summer) 

Moira Hutchison – 01332 831966 

 

Little Eaton Women’s Institute 

Ladies meet on the second 
Wednesday of each Month at 7.30 

pm except August  

President: Lynne Siddons 01332 
834834  

LittleEatonWI@dfwi.co.uk  

 

Little Eaton Parish Council 

Monthly meeting normally every 4th 
Wednesday 

7.30pm – 9.30pm 

Clerk to the Parish Council:  

Justina Nurse 07799 415857 
clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Lower Hall 
 

The Village Pre-School 
9.00am – 12.00 

12.00 – 12.30 Lunch Club 
12.30 – 3.30 

OFSTED No. 206836  
All children welcome from age 2 

years, free 15 hours 
funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.  

For more information call 
Sharon Self 07493 925900 

Free Taster Sessions available. 
Come along and join 

the fun.  
thevillagepre-school@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Pilates Class  
6.45 pm – 7.45 pm  

Suzanne Watson – 07810 023743  

Newsletter Sponsorship 

Would you like to sponsor 

this newsletter.? 

Delivered to 1200 

households in Little 

Eaton. 
clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk  

for more information 

mailto:bookings@littleeatonvillagehall.com
http://www.mandm.academy/
mailto:jessicabennett118@gmail.com


Little Eaton Diamonds Junior FC 
Football for U7-U16 age groups  
Chairman: Stephen Rowlinson 

07747 486478 
stephen_rowlinson@yahoo.co.uk 

www.ledfc.co.uk 
 
 

Little Eaton Senior FC 
Football for over 16s – 1st Team, 

Reserves and U18. 
Chairman: Ben Pick 

07841 398049 
benjamindpick@gmail.com  

www.pitchero.com/clubs/littleeatonfc 
 

Little Eaton Carnival 

Chairman – Steve Mann 
chair@littleeatoncarnival.com 

Vice-Chairman – Dave Howard 
 

Little Eaton Players 

Amateur dramatic group Chairman 
– Steve Baines – 07970 969874 
Secretary:   -  Rachel Holmes – 

07966 767952 
littleeatonplayers@hotmail.co.uk 

Saturday 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper Hall) 
 

Little Eaton Dance School 
Fun dance classes, ballet, tap, 
modern jazz and     acrobatic 

dance. – Children from 2 years old. 
9.00am – 2.00pm  

Julie Law (IDTA, ABt, AMJ)  
01332 835392 or 0734 2973166 

 

Lower Hall 
 

Taekwondo Martial Arts Lessons 

Tiger Class (4 to 7 year olds) 
9.00 am to 10.00am 

Check out www.mandm.acedemy 
Tony Stevenson on 07818 559309 

 
  
Taekwondo Martial Arts Lessons 
Build up your fitness, confidence, 
courtesy, integrity, perseverance, 

and self-control. 
10.00 am – 11.00 am 
11.00 am – 12 noon 

Check out www.mandm.acedemy 
Tony Stevenson on 07818 559309 

Thursdays 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper Hall) 
 

Rotary Club of Derby Day Break  

Thursday mornings (exc 5th one)  

7.30 am – 8.30 am  

Everyone welcome  

Contact: 
president@derbydaybreak.org.uk  

membership@derbydaybreak.org.uk  

 

Little Eaton WI Keep Fit Class 

10am – 11am  

Sue Tulloch – 01332 832510 
 

Improvers Tai Chi & Health 
Qigong for the Over 60s 

11.30am—12.30am  

Carol Gascoyne 07920 080443  
email carol@wildhorsetaichi.com 

  

Triple Challenge  

Triple Challenge 5.00 pm – 6.30 pm 
Yoga Pilates Fusion - 5.00 pm Fast 

Fitness 6.00pm - 6.30 pm  

Ailsa Waters – 07929 610558  
 

Pilates Class  

Suitable for all levels inc beginners 

7.00 pm – 8.00 pm 

Louise Oliver 07954 341120 

Email: info@highfield-clinic-co.uk 
 

The Kitchen Chorus Community 
Choir 

8.30 pm – 9.30 pm 

Contact: Dave 07388 338376 

 

Lower Hall 
 

The Village Pre-School 
9.00am – 12.00 

12.00 – 12.30 Lunch Club 
12.30 – 3.30 

Sharon Self 07493 925900 
thevillagepre-school@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Fridays 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper Hall) 
 

Adult Yoga 

9.30 am – 1.30 pm 

Fiona Reynolds – 07957 887280 

Fiyoga22@btinternet.com 
 

Youth Café  

4.00 pm – 6.00 pm during term time  

Get fed, play games, join in varied 
activities and have fun.  

Volunteers always welcome  

leyouthcafe@gmail.com 
 

Lower Hall 
 

The Village Pre-School 
9.00am – 12.00 

12.00 – 12.30 Lunch Club 
12.30 – 3.30 

OFSTED No. 206836  
All children welcome from age 2 

years, free 15 hours 
funding for 2, 3 & 4 year olds.  

For more information call 
Sharon Self 07493 925900 

Free Taster Sessions available. 
Come along and join 

the fun.  

Little Eaton Village Hall 

Directory 
Email: bookings@littleeatonvillagehall.com  

or call 07805 053180 to arrange a viewing of 
the facilities. 

Sunday 
Thomas Bates Hall  

(Upper Hall) 
 

Adult Yoga 
10.30am – 12.30pm 

Fiona Reynolds  – 07957 887280 
Fiyoga22@btinternet.com 

 

Other Organisations frequently using the facilities  

Any alterations to this Directory to be made to the Village 
Hall Committee: bookings@littleeatonvillagehall.com  

tel:07747486478
mailto:stephen_rowlinson@yahoo.co.uk
tel:07841398049
mailto:benjamindpick@gmail.com
mailto:thevillagepre-school@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bookings@littleeatonvillagehall.com


Little Eaton Runners is a friendly 
group catering for runners of all 
abilities. Whatever your speed or 
experience we’ll help you keep fit 
and enjoy the local countryside in 
friendly company. Before the 
pandemic we were going great guns 
and then Lesley our amazing coach 
moved abroad!  

But we’ve risen again with Phil as 
our qualified coach this time, ably 
assisted by our co-leaders Claire, 
Helena and Kath.  

Our most youthful runner is in their 
teens and our most experienced 
runner is in their seventies. The 
sessions we run are designed to 
give everybody a good workout 
whatever their pace or stamina. 

Nobody gets left behind!  

We’re really excited to welcome new 
faces, many of us didn’t start 
running until we were well past the 
first bloom of youth and now we love 
it both for the boost it gives us 
physically and the fun we have 
socially.  

If you really are a beginner then 
we’re also running a Couch to 5K 
group each autumn and spring to 
give you the stepping stone you 
need. 

Friends of Little Eaton Canal 

When we meet: Tuesdays at 7pm. 

Cost: Voluntary contributions to 
support club activities and 
equipment: of £10 for the autumn / 
winter and £10 for the spring / 
summer.  

Where we meet; Little Eaton Village 
Hall, Vicarage Lane, DE21 5EA. We 
meet on the park under the village 
hall veranda. 

Get in touch:  

Phil Holmes, 07905 387218 (text 
or WhatsApp) 

Social media: Little Eaton 
Runners is on Facebook 

Looking after the canal area brings 

with it some unexpected challenges. 

It is a joy to maintain the area for the 

benefit of nature, but it is the  

responsibility of DCC to manage any 

potentially dangerous trees and 

keep the multi-use path clear. So, it 

was a surprise to see a lone cyclist, 

not from Little Eaton, using a 

machete in May to cut back greenery 

including sheep’s parsley - which 

was looking its best - on the path 

edge claiming it was dangerous”. He 

couldn’t be  reasoned with. 

Fortunately, nature always fills a void 

and although we lost some lovely 

flowers too early, after a while you 

wouldn’t know he had been. 

For better or worse, the A38 upgrade 

is back on the cards subject to any 

further judicial review that could yet 

again stop it in its tracks. So FLEC 

and the rest of Little Eaton may have 

to get used to much disruption over 

many years and accept the access 

road over the greensward and canal 

to a planned depot in the back 

fields. 

More positively, we have removed 

more rubbish from the canal and 

Erewash Borough Council kindly 

helped us take away a lorry full of 

fencing, old carpet, and barbed wire. 

A majority of the trees we have 

planted across the site are doing 

well. The wet summer has meant 

that the basin has had a good deal 

of water in it for many months 

reminding us of its heritage. 

We have given talks to Derby and 

Sandiacre Canal Trust and Little 

Eaton Gardening Club and we had a 

stall at the carnival raising funds and 

promoting the project and we  

recruited a new volunteer from 

Breadsall who has thrown herself 

into our work parties. 

The Millenium Way meadow and our 

grassy, flower area at the north end 

are providing much needed unmown 

habitat to enable insects to 

complete their lifecycles as well as 

providing damp shady areas for  

frogs. The last two years we have 

seen more damselflies, dragonflies 

and moths and our butterfly 

monitoring is giving us excellent data 

including record numbers in the 

meadow. 

Perhaps due to the wet summer, 

three giant puffballs appeared in the 

main part of the woodland, 

and along the back path at the north 

the plum tree has had more fruit this 

year and wild roses are bearing 

loads of rose hips. 

If you would like more information, 

or would like to become more  

involved in our work, please contact 

us. You can also follow us on 

Facebook. If you 

would like to 

donate to us, 

please get in 

touch 

Secretary: Sue 

Stone stonesd271@gmail.com 

Chair: Brenda Shore 

brendashore@talktalk.net 

Events & Services at the United 
Reformed Church 

 

THIS YEAR IS THE 
180th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

CHAPEL 
Sat. 16th Sept 

 Display of Chapel photographs 
and books from 1843 – 2023  

also paintings of Old Little Eaton 
by the late Morris Mitchell and 
Chapel memorabilia on show 

11.00 – 2.00pm. 
Bacon Butties served in the 

Schoolroom. 
Sat. 28th Oct.  

10 – 12.00  
Tea & Toast with various toppings. 

 Sat. 25th Nov.  
11.00 – 2.00pm  

Christmas Market – 
Tombola/ Cakes / Marmalades 

/Pickles/ Quizzes & Games 
Seasonal Refreshments served in 

the Schoolroom 
Proceeds from all our events this 
year for Derbyshire Blood Bikes 

that will be presented to 
representatives at the  

Carol Service Sunday 17th Dec. 
2023 

 Our services are 10.30am each 
Sunday unless stated otherwise 

and we continue our monthly 
Coffee Mornings for Charity on the 
last Saturday of each month. Sat. 

28th Oct & Sat. 25th Nov 

Re-launch of Little Eaton Runners 



Little Eaton Living Advent Calendar 

We are pleased to announce that 

the Little Eaton Living Advent 

Calendar will be back again this 

year.  

Watch out for more information on 

the village notice boards and social 

media pages in early October when 

we will once again be asking for 

volunteers to design and create a 

window to be part of our advent 

calendar.  

The window can be as complicated 

or simple as you like. 

It can be a shop window with figures, 

or you could use window stickers, 

transfers etc.  

Lots of examples and ideas are on 

the internet. The key is to decorate a 

window in a festive manner.  

It’s a lovely activity to be involved 

with and has definitely brought the  

community together and filled the 

village with festive spirit over the 

past few years.  

This is an event for homes and 

businesses, for anyone, of any age 

to take part in, 

If you want to take part you will 

need…. 

• A window that is clearly visible 

from the road and lit well with 

fairy lights, back lights etc. 

• To keep the decorated window 

covered until it’s ‘opened’ at 

6pm on your advent date.  

• To illuminate your window 

each evening from 6pm to 

10pm from the date your 

window is ‘opened’ at least 

until 24th December (and  

ideally until 1st January). 

• To be happy for your address 

to be identified on a map to 

help people find your window. 

No other details will be 

shared. 

The Bates Trust (previously known 

as The Charities of Thomas Bates) 

originates from money bequeathed 

to the village from Thomas Bates 

after his  death 1903. Thomas was 

born on 29th June 1844 at 62 Eaton 

Bank. He went to the local village 

school which was at that time in the 

Parish Rooms at the bottom of 

Vicarage Lane. He was a very bright 

pupil and after leaving school 

became a student teacher for a 

while until he moved to London, 

firstly working as a Clerk, then 

working is way up to owning a 

shipping company. He travelled all 

over the world but never forgot his 

family and roots here in Little Eaton.  

By 1900 Thomas knew he was not in 

good health so purchased the land 

which now makes up the area of St. 

Peter’s Park and commissioned the 

obelisk to celebrate the coronation 

If you would be interested in taking 

part and creating a window, we  

would love to hear from you so 

please get in touch by 31 st  

October 2023. Contact Claire 

Holmes on 07757592760 

of King Edward VII and in honour of 

teachers and the vicar who had 

made a difference to Thomas’ 

upbringing and education as a child. 

After Thomas’ death he left money in 

trust, which after his widow’s death 

in the 1930’s was available to build 

the alms-houses and provide 

financial help for the village. Funds 

were set up for a District Nurse, 

beds for local residents in the DRI, 

Poor Person’s fund and educational 

needs for young persons. However, 

the world is a very different place 

from when Thomas set up this trust 

when the NHS, pensions and 

benefits were not available. 

 

The Bates Trust still operates in the 

village today, primarily providing 

accommodation for local elderly 

residents in the Alms Houses on 

Church Lane over-looking the park. 

The objectives of The Bates Trust is 

to help residents of Little Eaton who 

are in need due to hardship, 

distress, sick, disabled or infirm and 

resident in the area of benefit. Also 

to promote education of persons 

under the age of 25 who are in need 

of financial assistance due to 

hardship.  

The trust also is available to further 

religious and charitable work in the 

parish and if appropriate make 

grants towards churchyard 

maintenance particularly pertaining 

to the Bates graves. In the recent 

years the trust has made 

contributions towards setting up the 

LEPS Nurture Room and to the Play 

and Pre-Schools. 

Pupils in Little Eaton Primary School 

are educated on Thomas Bates 

when Lynne Siddons, who is  

Thomas’ 3 x great niece, talks to the 

year 3&4s about Thomas’ life and 

what he left for the village. 

If anyone would like details or to find 

out more about The Bates Trust, 

please contact Lynne Siddons 

(Clerk) on 01332 834834 or 07837 

080253. Email: 

batestrust@gmail.com 

The Bates Trust 



Autumn 2023  

L ITTLE  EATON   NEWSLETTER  

PANTO TIME 

It’s nearly Panto time! Oh, yes it is 

Little Eaton Players are performing 

the classic fairytale ‘Cinderella’ at 

the village hall in January. Fun for all 

the family, come along and see if  

Cinderella’s dreams come true or 

will her vindictive step-mother and 

Ugly Sisters succeed in their wicked 

plans to make her life a misery. 

Guaranteed to make you laugh, 

shout and cheer, the Little Eaton 

Players bring a bit of West End 

theatrics to a stage near you. 

Performances are on 16 th – 20 th 

January 2024 (tickets available 

from 1st Dec – Box Office 07970 

969874). 

Ever fancied treading the boards, or 

have a creative talent for lighting or 

set design? 

Then come along and get involved in 

a great community group - contact 

littleeatonplayers@hotmail.co.uk for 

more details. 

We celebrated our 101st birthday this 

year with a birthday party in March. 

Heather Peet, from Body Shop came to 

talk to us  about community fair trade 

ingredients in April. Then in May, 

Kitchen Chorus Community Choir 

performed for our Charity Concert, 

raising over £900 for our nominated 

Charity which is Titan Trust this year.  

With the return of Carnival in July, we 

resumed our float building skills for 

our first placed senior float ‘Harry 

Potter and The Goblet of Wine’ which 

was popular amongst children and 

adults alike. Once on the park, our 

stall was ‘Guess The Weight of the 

Cake’ which was won by Sue Kirkland.  

In August, we have a break from our 

usual meetings and organise a 

Summer Outing or Event, this year a 

group of ladies visited The National 

Memorial Arboretum. In September we 

start our Autumn programme with a 

talk from Lauren Crowhurst who is an 

expert on Wills, LPAs and General 

Estate Planning. We look forward to 

lots of entertaining and exciting 

evenings 

to brighten up the dark nights. Watch 

out for the Remembrance Poppies and 

the post-box topper again this year 

which has become a regular sight. Our 

reading group continues to meet in the 

Queens Head once a month and 

keep fit every week in term time, we 

also have cinema trips, meals out, 

craft evenings to name a few of the 

activities we have got up to this year. 

Any activity you wish to do, we’ll do our 

best to organise it! 

Wednesday 11 th October - 

Reflexology with Rebecca Wragg 

Wednesday 8 8h November - 

Superstitions by Paul Newsham 

Wednesday 15 th November - 

Christmas Crafts (members) 

Saturday 18 th November - Quiz and 

Chips (ticketed event open to all) 

Wednesday 13 th December - 

Christmas Party and Quiz Night 

Wednesday 10 th January - Local 

Author Tina Pritchard 

Wednesday 14 th February - The 

History of YMCA by Peter Posner OBE 

 

We usually meet at 7:30pm in the 

Village Hall and will be organising lots 

of events for members and non- 

members to join in. To find out more 

keep an eye on the village 

noticeboards for events, also Little 

Eaton Women’s Institute Facebook 

page 

Visitors are made most welcome to 

join us and can become a member at 

any time through the year. 

For information contact;  

President: Lynne Siddons - 01332 

834834, 

Vice Presidents:  

Barbara Adams – 01332 832267  

Sue Tulloch - 01332 832510 

Email - LittleEatonWI@dfwi.co.uk 

Little Eaton WI 

Thank You 
from Little Eaton Parish Council 

to the volunteers that deliver this 

Newsletter to all the homes in 

the Village.  

The Newsletter is a vital to 

ensuring we keep residents up to 

date. 

THANKS AGAIN 

This Newsletter is kindly Sponsored by:- 

 

20Ten Garage Services 

Simon Hunt 
Unit 7, Duffield Road Industrial Estate 
Little Eaton 
Derby DE21 5EG. 
Telephone: 01332 833878  

mail@20tenracing.co.uk/www.20tenracing.co.uk 

mailto:mail@20tenracing.co.uk
http://www.20tenracing.co.uk/

