
  

LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL  

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk  
  

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on   

Wednesday 24th April 2024 at Little Eaton Village Hall.  
  

PRESENT: Parish Councillors D Howard (Chair), R Brown, A Campbell,   

E Poyser-Darby, J Reid, P Rowlinson & R Scott  

IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk, County Councillor C Hart & District Councillors S Revill  
  

  

24/001 Apologies for absence   

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Bush, C Holmes & E Jennison-Boyle who 

were unable to attend due to work commitments.  
  

District Councillor B Eddy also sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting due to other meeting 

commitments.  

  

24/002 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests - none received.  

  

24/003 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes)  

There were no members of the public present at the meeting.  

  

Councillor Hart stated that Highways are continuing to deal with the potholes on a 24/7 basis and the priority 

continues to be the main roads.   

  

Registration for the garden waste recycling scheme has been extended.   

  

Councillor Hart also state that there was not sufficient time at the recent Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum to 

answer all the questions that were directed at DCC’s Highways Planning and Control team. A separate Microsoft 

Teams meeting will therefore be arranged so that anyone who was unable to ask their questions at the original 

meeting can do so.  

  

24/004 Variation of Order of Business – not required.    

   

24/005 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 

(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not required.   

   

24/006 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 27th March 2024  

All agreed that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes of the monthly council meeting held on 27th March 2024 

as being a true and correct record.  

   

24/007 Chair’s report   

The Chair reported that a resident had thought that the Parish Council was responsible for the traffic restrictions 

being proposed at Jack O’Darley Bridge.    

  

Having perused the Parish Council Minutes back to 2014 the Chair can find no evidence that current or previous  

Councils have ever discussed or proposed traffic restrictions at the Jack O’Darley Bridge.  The Chair informed the 

resident of these findings and also stated that Derbyshire County Council had not consulted with the Parish Council 

on its proposal prior to issuing the notice.   

  

The Chair reminded Councillors that the Annual Meeting takes place next month, with the election of Chair and Vice 

Chair taking place.  Councillors were asked to consider whether they would be willing to take on either of the roles 

and if not who they would like to nominate.  

  

Actions from the Minutes   



23/015 Clock renovations – no update  

23/179 Flood Action Plan Policy – no update   

23/255 Pavilion User Group update – The Chair stated that he had met with Little Eaton Diamonds and would be 

meeting with the senior football club and also the cricket clubs in May, to discuss how they would like to use the 

pavilion.  The intention is to form a WhatsApp group so that all the clubs can communicate between each other.  

    

    

24/008 Report of the Parish Clerk  

The Clerk informed members that the new website is now live and that she has the gov.uk email addresses. The 

Chair asked Councillors to take a look at the site and let the Clerk know if they thought there were any issues.  

  

It was noted that ‘page not found’ error appears when you try and access a page where the name has changed 

between the old and new websites.  It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the website provider asking for this to 

be corrected.   

  

24/009 Working Group Feedback:   

• Village Hall   o Update from April committee Meeting – Councillor Rowlinson reported that:  

 ▪  the online booking systems is working well;   

 ▪  new hourly rates for both the adhoc and regular users has been agreed starting from June;  

▪  another person is being sought to cover occasions when the caretaker is unable to unlock 

and relock the hall for events.   

• Park Group    o  Playground refurbishment – Councillor Reid informed members that he is working 

through the list of maintenance needed at the playground.    

The Chair asked Councillor Rowlinson whether she would be able to provide a display for the Annual 

Parish Meeting outlining the results of the recent playground survey.  It was noted that there is 

nowhere presently on the park for children to kick a ball and it would therefore be useful to gauge 

support for creating a MUGA on the park at the Annual Parish Meeting.   

o Car Park barrier not working – The Clerk has sent 2 emails to Newgate requesting and engineer’s 

visit to assess why the car park barrier is not working.  To date no response has been received and 

so the Clerk will follow up again.  

  

Councillor Brown arrived at the meeting.  

 o  Terms of Reference – It was suggested that the Churchyard is taken out of the remit of the Park  

Group, as ongoing maintenance will be far more involved going forward than it has been in the past. 

Alternatively, members could be increased to 4. It was agreed that the Park Group will look at its 

Terms of Reference before the next meeting.  

o Routine locking of the pavilion changing room doors – it was noted that the routine locking of 

the changing rooms when empty had now stopped which has made it easier to keep an eye on their 

cleanliness and air them.  Councillor Reid proposed that keys for the changing rooms could be kept 
on oversized key fobs and hung inside them so that they can be locked during matches and any 

valuables kept safe.  All agreed.  

o The recently appointed contractor for the churchyard and park maintenance has written to the 

Council informing them that now the contract has started the contract he has realised that he has 

vastly under quoted for the work and cannot therefore fulfill the contract at the agreed price.  A 

revised price for the contracts was circulated to members.  It was resolved that the revised price 

remains cheaper than the other quotes received and on that basis the contract should be reawarded 

to the contractor.  The Clerk will prepare new contracts showing the revised prices.  

• Finance Group – it was agreed that a meeting should be arranged to discuss the 2024/25 forecast now that 

the new parks and open spaces contracts are in place.  

• Environmental Action Group – defer to May meeting.   o  Update from April meeting  o 

 Biodiversity Action Plan update  

• Footpaths  o  Update on blocked footpath on Morley Lane – It was noted that Councillor Bush had met 

with Remedi UK regarding the blocked footpath.  Remedi UK feel that this is something they can help with, 

and the next step is for them to prepare a risk assessment.   

  

24/010 Finance  

• It was noted that the Parish Precept of £43,425.00 and the annual concurrent function of £2,000 had been 

received from Erewash Borough Council.   



• Payments for April totalling £3,961.15 were circulated to members for approval. All agreed that the payments 

be approved and the accounts to which they relate paid.   

• 2023/24 full year income and expenditure comparisons to budget were circulated and noted by members.   

• 2024/25 updated forecast – defer to May Meeting.  

  

24/011 Planning Applications  

Application Reference: ERE/0324/0055 Brookhouse Alfreton Road Little Eaton  

Proposed Development - Variation of a condition 2 (list of approved drawings) of planning permission ref: 

ERE/0823/0033 to allow alterations to the design, materials and window layout.  

  

It was resolved that the Council’s previous comments on this planning application remain valid.  

  

24/012 Village sign plaque   

It was agreed that the Clerk will follow-up with the Easter family regarding a decision on the plaque’s style and 

wording for the Village sign.  

  

24/013 Annual Parish Meeting (APM) planning update  

The Chair stated that he will put together a short presentation for the APM, highlighting the Parish Council’s 

achievements over the last year and what ambitions it has in the coming year.   

  

So far there are 11 organisations who have said that they would like to attend the APM to showcase what they do.  

  

The Chair confirmed that the Shiny Brewery has agreed to donate a case of beer towards the refreshments at the 

APM.  

  

24/014 To consider accepting signed contracts, with scanned signatures and by email  

It was resolved that in future the Council will accept scanned signatures for contracts and that the Clerk will 

investigate e-signature providers.   

  

24/015 June Newsletter  

It was agreed that the deadline for submissions for the June newsletter will be the end of May.  

  

24/016 Churchyard – Biodiversity, Tree & Bat Surveys, wall repairs  

Councillor Reid stated that none of the trees in the churchyard are subject to a Tree Preservation Order, however 

they do fall within the conservation area and if any of the trees are taken down, they will need to be replaced with a 

native tree.  The tree survey however did not recommend that any trees be taken down in the immediate future.  

  

Councillors agreed that it is necessary to understand how diverse the current habitat in the churchyard is before any 

actions can be taken to increase it.  Derbyshire Wildlife Trust have said that they can undertake an initial Nature 

Recovery Consultation visit to understand and outline the potential ecological benefits, opportunities and constraints 
of the site.  This will also provide an overview of any immediate actions that could be taken to improve the site’s 

value to nature.  This would cost £250.    

  

24/017 Correspondence for Action   

• DALC Roadshows - networking events aimed at sharing information and promoting working together - noted.  

  

24/018 Correspondence for Information  • 

DALC April newsletter  

• Temporary Road Closure to facilitate disconnection of the electricity supply at Eaton Bank – 8th & 9th May 2024  

• Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum: Presentation slides from meeting on 16th April 2024  

  

  

  

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm.  


