
 

 

 
LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL 

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday 22nd May 2024 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors D Howard (Chair), C Holmes & E Jennison-Boyle, 

J Reid & P Rowlinson 
IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk, District Councillors B Eddy & S Revill 

 
 

 
24/019  Election of Chair 
The first item of business transacted was the election of a Chair.  Councillor Reid nominated and Councillor     
Holmes seconded that Councillor Howard be re-elected as Chair. 
 
There being no further nominations it was resolved that Councillor Howard be elected as Chair of the Parish Council 
for the period to the next Annual Meeting of the Council. 

 
Councillor Howard took the Chair. 

 
24/020 Election of Vice Chair 
Due to a number of Councillor absences, it was agreed to defer the election of a Vice Chair until the June meeting. 

 
24/021 Apologies for absence  
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Bush, R Brown, A Campbell,  
E Poyser-Darby and R Scott who were unable to attend due to work commitments. 
 
County Councillor C Hart sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting due to other meeting 
commitments. 
 
24/022 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests - none received. 
 
24/023 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes) 
There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 

 

County Councillor Hart who was unable to attend the meeting sent a report:  

 

Derbyshire County Council are starting a £4.2m grant for re-surfacing 81 areas across Derbyshire, in Little Eaton the 
work will be done on the B6179.  
 
Anyone with a disability pass for buses can now obtain a free one for a companion. 
 
There will be a delay in fixing the broken fence on Alfreton Road opposite the junction with New Street.  This is due 
to DCC not yet receiving the budgets/codes for planned work and there is a shortage of staff which is not helping.  It 
is hoped to replace this under the terms of the Reactive Maintenance contract as soon as the budget allows. 
 

Councillor Hart also submitted an Annual Report which can be found on the website. 

 

District Councillor Eddy stated that following the Mayoral Election earlier in the month Claire Ward had been elected 

as the East Midland’s Mayor. 

 

Erewash Borough Council are moving away from formal flower beds towards natural environments; however 

complaints had been received regarding visibility at certain junctions. 

 

The opening hours of the Council Offices have been further reduced to between 10am to 12pm. The move is due to 

residents increasingly making use of the Borough Council’s online services.       

 

24/024 Variation of Order of Business – not required.   
  



 

 

24/025 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not required.  
  

24/026 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 24th April 2024 
All agreed that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes of the monthly council meeting held on 24th April 2024 as 
being a true and correct record. 
  

24/027 Chair’s Annual Report  
The Chair outlined the Parish Council’s achievements from the previous 12 months: 

• Reviewed Maintenance Contracts for Open Spaces.  

• Installed new Christmas Tree lights at Croft corner, kindly supported by Yassou, Big on Bikes, The Queen’s 

Head, Little Eaton Community Cares and John Bush Management Consultancy.  

• Recruited new Councillors & Parish Council Clerk.  

• New PC Website, New VH Online Booking service.  

• Reviewed the Parish Council Budget and developed a 3-year Budget Plan. 

• Formation of the Environmental Action Group. 

 

In the next 12 months the Parish Council plans to focus on the following projects: 

• Churchyard – Undertake tree Maintenance, create a Biodiversity Plan, commission a BAT Survey & wall repairs.  

• Play Area – Replacement of some of the play equipment where it does not meet current legislation requirements.  

• Revamp the interior of the Pavilion  

• Public Toilets – Install Unisex & Disabled 0ne-in one-out facilities  

• Create a wildlife corridor on Millenium Way-  

 

The Chair thanked Councillors for all their hard work on behalf of the community over the last year. 

 

24/028 Appointment of working group members 
It was agreed to defer this item to the June meeting. 

 

Councillor Holmes announced that she would be standing down as a Councillor of the Parish Council after the June 

meeting.  

  

24/029 Review of Standing Orders 

The Standing Orders were circulated to members for review. 

 

All resolved that the Standing Orders should be adopted for the next 12 months. 

 

24/030 Review of Financial Regulations 

Financial Regulations were circulated to members for review. 

 

All resolved that the Financial Regulations should be adopted for the next 12 months. 

 

24/031 Review of Risk Assessment 

The Risk Assessment was circulated to Members for review. 

 

It was agreed that consideration of how to store Parish Council records was needed. 

 

24/032 Review of Fixed Asset Register 

The Fixed Asset Register was circulated to members for review. 

 

It was noted that the recently sold mowers had been removed from the Fixed Asset Register and the Village sign had 

been added. It was therefore agreed that the Fixed Asset Register accurately reflects the Parish Council assets.  

 

Actions from the Minutes  
23/015 Clock renovations – Councillor Reid will ask the headteacher whether he considers that any further work 
needs to be done on the school clock. 
23/179 Flood Action Plan Policy – Training available on Thursday 13th June 2024 at 5:30-8pm, at County Hall, 
Matlock.  It was agreed to request community volunteers via Facebook and the Parish Council website.  
 



 

 

24/016 Churchyard – biodiversity, tree & bat surveys, wall repairs – update – It was noted that the Church has 
been approached with regards to putting a bat sensor temporarily in the Church Tower so that activity can be 
monitored.   
 
A resident who has recently completed a dry-stone walling course is currently looking for a project for practice. 
Councillor Reid will talk to the dry-stone wall contactor about the possibility of him helping with the corner wall 
repairs. 
 
Councillor Reid stated that the Risk Assessment for Remedi UK had been completed and they can now complete the 
work on the compost bin. 
 
The Rotary Club of Derby Daybreak are looking for a project for 2024 and are keen to help tackle the overgrown 
areas of the Churchyard.  They have experience having undertaken a similar project on another Churchyard in the 
past. 
 
Councillor Holmes will talk with a member of the Environmental Action Group who has knowledge of habitat 
conservation and biodiversity and ask for her advice on whether the basic report offered by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust 
would be useful.  
  
24/033 Report of the Parish Clerk 
The Clerk informed members that the Parish Council has been selected for intermediate review for the 2023/24 
reporting year as part of the required 5% sample of those who would otherwise be subject to a basic review.  
 
There are no financial implications to this more detailed review. 
 
24/034 Working Group Feedback:  

• Village Hall   

o Update from May committee Meeting: 

• The cleaner and booking clerk contracts have expired and so Councillor Jennison-Boyle will 

review these contacts. 

• Rent discussions with pre-school are ongoing. 

• The Annual Meeting of the Village Hall Committee is Thursday 19th June at 7.30pm in The 

Heritage Room.  

• Park Group    

o Playground refurbishment  

▪ the cradle on the toddler swings has been removed due to one of the chain links coming apart.  

▪ The underneath of the slide requires welding, and the blacksmith has been contacted for a 

quote. 

▪ The inaccessibility of the playground by wheelchair users was mentioned at the Annual Parish 

Meeting.  Councillor Reid will look into making the playground more wheelchair accessible. 

o Car Park barrier – Councillor Reid circulated a report to members outlining problems with the 

barrier’s operation.  It is currently switched off pending a decision on the hours for automatic opening 

and closing timings and training on the manual operation of the barrier. It was agreed that the 

Village Hall Committee should determine the hours that the car park should be closed and they will 

then be responsible for communicating this to all hall users.   

o Terms of Reference – Councillor Howard should be added to the Park Group. 

o St Peter’s Park Maintenance Contract – It was noted that the Park Keeper will not be resuming his 

duties for 2024/25, although he would like to be considered for the role in 2025/26.  It was therefore 

resolved to award Bottle Brook Gardens Ltd the Park Keeper contract until the end of the growing 

season on the same terms as those currently in place.  It was also agreed to organise a bin 

emptying rota for the summer months. 

• Finance Group   

o 2024/25 Forecast – noted. 

• Environmental Action Group   

o Update from May meeting: 

▪ The EAG is still liaising with Duffield about collaborating on a Repair Café and they are 

hoping it will be up and running by the Autumn. 

▪ Severn Trent should be tidying Millenium Way, where the recent repairs took place, in 

the near future. 

▪ Councillor Reid has started to cut the path through the newly created wildlife corridor 

on Millenium Way. 



 

 

▪ Councillor Howard will contact Friends of Little Eaton Canal about getting the branches 

that were removed from Millenium Way cut up and removed from near the canal. 

▪ The Biodiversity Policy is now complete, and the next step is to work on the Action Plan which 

will be a much longer project. 

• Footpaths  

o The Risk Assessment on the blocked footpath on Morely Lane has now been completed and 

Remedi UK can start work clearing the site when they are able. 

o The gate on the footpath that runs behind Woodlea Grove towards Barley Lane is broken 

and needs repairing. 

 

24/035 Finance 

Payments for May totalling £8,567.35 were circulated to members for approval. All agreed that the payments be 

approved and the accounts to which they relate paid.  

 

Income of £700 representing the sale of various mowing equipment was noted.  

 

24/036 The Internal Auditor’s report on the 2023/24 Annual Return was noted.   
 
24/037  The Annual Governance Statement 2023/24, Section 1 of the Return was approved and signed by the Chair 
and Clerk. 
 
24/038 The Accounting Statement 2023/24, Section 2 of the Return was approved and signed by the Responsible 
Finance Officer and Chair. 
 
24/039 The Variance Analysis comparing 2023/24 with 2022/23 was noted. 
 
24/040 The Bank Reconciliation as at 31 March 2024 was noted. 
 
24/041 The dates for publication of unaudited AGAR were noted as set to commence on 3rd June and end on the 
12th July.  
 

24/042 Planning Applications 
Application References: ERE/0424/0033 & ERE/0424/0034 The Stone Barn 6 Vicarage Lane Little Eaton 
Proposed Development - Detached stone garden store, timber bin store, with new, altered and part-demolished 
garden walls. 
 
It was resolved that as the planned works are to the rear of the property and not visible from the road the Parish 
Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 
24/043 Annual Parish Meeting feedback  
The Chair informed members that the Clerk had written to all attendees requesting their feedback on the meeting. 
 
Thanks were extended to The Shiny Brewery and Bouquet for their contributions of beer and prosecco respectively, 
Organisations and Councillors that attended on the night are also thanked for their time on the evening.  
 
Residents’ turnout was disappointing, and Parish Council will think of more ways to gain support for the event next 
year. 
 
24/044 To consider the Fire Test Report  
Councillor Reid informed members that although a written report has not yet been received by the Parish Council, he 
has been informed that a number of the emergency lighting units in the Village Hall have failed the annual fire 
inspection as they do not remain lit for the required 3 hours.  It was agreed that a written copy of the report should be 
obtained so that any recommendations can be actioned.  It was also agreed that the costs for the work should be 
split 50/50 between the Parish Council and the Village Hall.  
 
24/045 To consider Cricket pitch capacity  
Following discussion, it was resolved that the park cannot support any extra cricket being played on the pitch this 
season, as the Parish Council must balance the use of the park with all users.   
 
It was also noted that the cricket sight screens are in a dilapidated state which causes health and safety concerns.  It 
was therefore agreed that Councillor Reid will seek Duffield Cricket Club’s opinion on whether there is any likelihood 
of their use or requirement in the future.  
 



 

 

 
24/046 To consider the pre renewal insurance questionnaire  
Following discussion, it was agreed that:  

• mowing & machinery can be reduced to a value of £1,500 to reflect the sale of mowing equipment. 

• Street furniture should be increased to £12,300 to include the phone boxes and noticeboard. 

• To ask Bates Trust if they insure the stone memorial. 
 
24/047 To consider the proposal that all Councillors should have a key to the Pavilion  

Councillor Reid proposed that every Councillor should have a master key to the Pavilion so that they can then 

access the key safe.  All agreed. 

 

24/048 Correspondence for Action  

• A request has been received from the organiser of the Little Eaton Carnival Fun Dog Show, to hold this year’s 

show on St Peter's Park outside the Village Hall on Monday, 1st July 2024, from 6-8pm.  Agreed. 

 
24/049 Correspondence for Information  

• Erewash Voluntary Action’s new befriending service are looking for volunteers to spend a little time with a 

housebound person - noted. 

• Closure of the Book Exchange for a tidy up – it was noted that the BE has reopened and the Parish Council 

thanks the volunteers for their hard work keeping it tidy and organised. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 


