
 

LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL  

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday 25th September 2024 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors Howard (Chair), R Brown, A Campbell,  

E Jennison-Boyle, E Poyser-Darby & J Reid  
IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk, County Councillor C Hart 

 
 

 
 
24/085 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Bush & R Scott unable to attend due to work 
commitments.  
 
District Councillor B Eddy also sent her apologies. 
 
24/086 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests – Councillor Campbell declared a possible interest in item 
24/100 if it related in anyway the football clubs use of St Peter’s Park.  Councillor Poyser-Darby also declared an 
interest in item 24/096 churchyard path resurfacing as his business had been asked by the Parish Council to quote 
for the work. 
  

24/087 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes)   
There were two member of public who attended the meeting, one to gain a greater understanding of the work of the 
Parish Council and the other to request that the Parish Council allows Little Eaton History Society to store some of its 
archives in the Pavilion and possibly also be able to create a display. 
 
County Councillor Hart suggested that the History Society might wish to look at storing their documents at 
Derbyshire Records Office.  
 
County Councillor Hart stated that the newly elected East Midlands Mayor will be attending the Parish & Town 
Council Liaison Forum next month. 
 
An additional £3m funding which will be spent on resurfacing roads and works to prevent potholes has been secured, 
which whilst welcome is less than last year.  
 
A proposal has been put forward to National Grid to look at different ways of delivering the new electricity rather than 
the proposed route that goes straight through the Derbyshire countryside.  Other suggestions were for the pylons to 
follow the motorway or for the cables to run underground. 
 
The Chair asked what the situation was regarding the Greenways Network and County Councillor Hart confirmed 
that it is still intended that this will go ahead.  
 
The Chair also asked County Councillor Hart to chase the repainting of the faded zig-zag lines outside the Co-op and 
also the grass cutting of Millenium Way on the canal side and also the removal of the fallen trees. 
 
24/088 Variation of Order of Business – not required.    
  

24/089 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not required.  
   

24/090 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 26th June and 24th July 2024  
All agreed that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes of the monthly council meetings held on 26th June and 
24th July 2024 as being a true and correct record. 
 

24/091 Chair’s Report 
The Chair expressed thanks to Derby Daybreak Rotary Club for their sterling work on clearing the churchyard, along 
with Councillors Reid, Poyser- Darby and Scott for their input into the churchyard project over the summer. It has 
been noted by various factions of the community how much better it is looking.   
 
Councillor Reid stepped in over the summer to keep the public toilets clean after the contractor terminated the 
cleaning contract without any notice, and the Chair thanked him for doing so.   
 



The Chair has also met with the football club to sort out the issue they were having with the booking calendar, which 
is now resolved. 
 
24/092 Report of the Parish Clerk 
The Clerk informed members that she had submitted the Annual Returns to the Charities Commission for Bates 
Charity and Thomas Bates for a Park. 
  

The asset list has been updated for all but 2 groups that use the Parish Council’s storage facilities. 

 

24/093 Working Group Feedback:  

• Village Hall   

o Councillor Brown reported that the Village Hall Committee (VHC) is close to appointing a new 
caretaker, but is still looking for a replacement Voluntary Treasurer. 

o The primary school’s PTA have expressed a wish to work more closely with the VHC for events such 
as the Christmas Fayre. 

o The VHC would like to install an outside key box in case someone needs to lock up in an 
emergency.  All agreed that they had no objection as long as it was robust and discreet. 

o The question was also posed of whether there should be a key box for the football store.  Eighteen 

teams use the store and there are only 3 keys, which does at times present a problem. Following 
discussion it was agreed that Councillor Poyser-Darby will look into the costs of installing a keypad 

door lock for the store and Councillor Campbell will ask the football teams whether they would be 
willing to pay for a new door lock. 

o Councillor Brown stated that he had written a spec for a new cleaning contract for the Village Hall 
and Pavilion which now includes the cleaning of the toilets.  

• Update on car park barrier auto opening and closing – this will be progressed once the new caretaker is in 
place. 

 

• Park Group    

• Park 

o The football club has repaired the grass around the goal mouth at no cost to Parish Council.  

o New Football Contracts have been drawn up for the 1st September to the 30th April.  

o Emptying of the park bins is now being shared among Councillors. More volunteers are always 

welcome and a spare key is available.  

o Unfortunately, no one had time to view the CCTV footage of the fly tipped vegetation before it was 
recorded over.  

o The drains flooded again during the recent rains – they have now been cleared out and the traps 
replaced. Drain clearing needs to be diarised to be done twice a year, in the Spring and Autumn. 

o The French drain in the park has burst open again. Councillor Reid suggested that the Parish 
Council should obtain a quote for clearing it out. All agreed that Councillor Reid should obtain a 

quote. 

o All old unused cricket and football equipment has been cleared out from the store which has created 

a lot more rooms for the clubs.  

o The revamp of the Park store is ongoing.  

o Over the summer the Park toilets have been fitted with new anti-vandal seas and thanks to 
Councillor Brown for fixing the urinal flush and Councillor Howard for replacing the u-bend. All 

cisterns now have blue blocks.  

o Norclean stopped coming during early August but unfortunately didn’t notify the Parish Council until 

towards the end of August. AS mentioned in the Chair’s report the Park toilets have since been 
cleaned weekly by Parish Councillors. Councillor Poyser-Darby informed members that his mother 

has volunteered to clean the public toilets on a weekly basis as she feels it is such an important 
amenity for the village.  The Parish Council asked Councillor Poyser-Darby to send its thanks to his 

Mother for her generous offer which is accepts without hesitation. It was agreed that a notice should 
be displayed in the toilets stating that the toilets are being cleaned by volunteers and asking users to 

contact the Parish Council Clerk if there are any problems with the facilities between cleans. 

o Oak posts have been fitted to both park entrances to prevent quad bikes gaining access and 
churning up the field. Thanks to Councillor Poyser-Darby for his help with the installation. Councillor 

Reid has liaised with mobility scooter and twin push chair users and all are happy. 

o The Carnival gate is now padlocked at 1300 wide. 

o Park tree work – the Contractor has not yet completed all the tree work and Councillor Reid has 
chased the him this week.  

o A meter has been fitted to the electric supply to the bowls and tennis clubs, so that the cost of 
providing utilities to park users can be more accurately calculated.  

o Regarding the History Club request Councillor Reid stated that the archives could be stored in the 
loft space above the Pavilion and that the History Club could potentially use the Noticeboard in the 

Heritage Room to display some of their documents.  It was agreed that the Parish Council is happy 
to accommodate the archives until a more suitable place can be found. 



 

• Playground 

o Councillor Reid met with a play equipment provider earlier in the month and discussed installing a 

gate that would allow wheelchair access to the playground and also a swing with a basket seat 
which would also be suitable for wheelchair users. The cost would be in the region of £11,000.  

Councillor Reid also discussed installing a MUGA with a mesh recess goal and a basketball hoop 
and net, to the right of the Village Hall with the contractor. The cost for this would be approximately 

£14,000. 

Clearly more quotes will be necessary, but this gives Councillor Campbell an idea of the costs 

involved when looking at possible funding streams.  

• Churchyard update 

o The Memorial wall was repaired the week before carnival.  

o Derby Daybreak Rotary Club have completed several sessions in the churchyard clearing the 
overgrown greenery. Unfortunately, their work has revealed a further stretch of wall where the 

neglect of the ivy has pushed off four large coping stones, which will need to be re-laid Thanks to 
Councillors Howard and Poyser-Darby for their assistance.  

o Remedi UK have started work on the compost bin. 

o Quotes for the repairs to the corner wall have been received and further quotes have been 

requested. 

o A verbal complaint was received from a resident behind the Church stating that ivy was covering the 

wall. Thanks to Councillors Howard and Scott for clearing this area. 

A proposed Management Plan for the next 2 years was circulated to members. 

o The Chair stated that he had spoken with the Tree Officer at Erewash Borough Council (EBC) and 
she had indicated that the laurels can be removed and also the fir trees (if damaged) and there is no 

obligation to replace these. 

o Phase One of the maintenance plan, which will take place in the current financial year, will include 

removal and maintenance of a number of trees and resurfacing of the existing path. 

o A number of quotes for the maintenance and removal of various trees at the churchyard were 

circulated to members. It was resolved that Greg Long should be awarded the contract to prune/re-
pollard the Lime tree and also to remove the Lawson Cypress and Western Red Cedar. It was also 

resolved that Rogers & Co should be awarded the contract to coppice the Laurels at 1m. 

 

• Finance Group   

o Minutes from the last Finance Committee meeting were circulated to members.  Following the 
completion of the first quarter the following adjustment to the forecast expense lines were 

proposed:  

 

Budget Line Current 

Forecast 

Addition (+) / 

Reduction (-) 

Revised 

Forecast 

Comment 

Millenium way mowing 

maintenance 

£1,780 

 

+£500 £2,280 Increase due to annual cut & 

clearance of wilding area 

required. 

Parks & Open Spaces 

(Projects) 

£1,322 -£1,322 

+£4200 

£4,200 Removal of £1,322 from the 

original budget as it is unclear 

what this cost represents.  A 

new forecast amount of 

£4,200 added to represent 

wall repairs, tree removal and 

a new path at the churchyard. 

Pavilion & Car park  £0 +£750 £750 New forecast line added as 

replacement emergency 

lighting required in the Village 

Hall following annual 

inspection. 

 
All agreed to adjust the budget lines as proposed. 

 

• Environmental Action Group   

o There was no official meeting over the summer, however it is intending to hold a meeting before 

Christmas. A Councillor needs to be appointed to this group to replace Claire Holmes now she is 
no longer a Councillor. 

o A litter pick took place in the Park on 18th August, which attracted more families than usual and in 
total 21 people joined in.  Unfortunately, the litter pick at the bottom of Windy Lane on 22nd 

September only mustered 4 people, presumably due to the heavy rain.  Another litter pick has 
been arranged for 10th November at Croft Corner. 



o Blister pack collection is ongoing and the EAG has now found a volunteer to take them to Derby for 

recycling. 
 

• Footpaths  

o The clearance of Footpath number 2 on Morley Lane is progressing but very slowly.  

o Councillor Bush will look at the broken gate on footpath number 10, behind Woodlea Grove 

next week to see if he can repair it, otherwise it will be referred to DCC.   

 

24/094 Finance 

Payments for September totalling £2,227.68 were circulated to members for approval. All agreed that the payments 
be approved and the accounts to which they relate paid.  

 

It was noted that invoices, already agreed, that were paid during August totaled £4,386.48.  

 

A bank reconciliation showing the current account balance of £27,968.59 was circulated to members. 

 

24/095 To consider churchyard path resurfacing   
Councillor Poyser-Darby left the meeting at this point as his business has submitted a quote for the works. 
 
Following discussion of the quotes received, it was agreed to award the contract for removing the tarmac and 
reinstating it with the required substrate path to Mount Pleasant as they offered the best value for money. 
 
Councillor Poyser-Darby rejoined the meeting. 
 
24/096 Planning Applications  
Application Reference: ERE/0924/0001 – 8 Morley Lane, Little Eaton 
Proposed Development: Demolition of existing garage and proposed side extension 
Councillors resolved that the proposal feels like over development on a very small plot inconsistent with the NPPF’s 
goals of sustainable development, promoting well-designed places, and enhancing the natural and built environment. 
 
It was also noted that the development is very close to a neighbouring property and could be overbearing or give an 
oppressive sense of enclosure. 
 
On account of the above the Parish Council resolved to object to the planning application.  
 
If however, EBC determine to grant permission, mitigating measures should be incorporated to ensure there is no 

increase in surface water run-off following development.  
 
Application Reference:  ERE/0924/0019 – 10 Holm Avenue, Little Eaton 
Proposed Development:  Hip to gable loft conversion with full width rear box dormer 
It was resolved that the Parish Council has no objection to this application. 
 

Application Reference:  ERE/ 0924/0029 - 79 Duffield Road Little Eaton Derbyshire DE21 5DS 

It was resolved that the Parish Council has no objection to this application subject to mitigating measures being 

incorporated to ensure there is no increase in surface water run-off following development.  

 
Councillors also expressed a concern that the proposed window will overlook a neighbouring property resulting in a 

loss of privacy. 

 

24/097  To consider the Parish Council’s response to the Chesterfield to Willington overhead electricity lines 

consultation 

Councillor Brown circulated a draft response to the consultation asking National Grid to look at other options due to 
the negative impact on wildlife, biodiversity, residents and the landscape, was to members.  It was agreed to send 
the response to National Grid. 
 
24/098 To confirm details of the Christmas lights switch on – 1st December (Croft Corner and Village Hall)  
Councillors Campbell and Rowlinson explained that on the day of the Christmas Light switch-on the Queen’s Head 
will be organising a Christmas Market starting at midday with stalls set up in their car park.  Pre-school will also be 
having a Christmas Fayre that day.  The Choir will be singing carols at Croft Corner from 4.30pm followed by the 
light switch-on at 5pm.  Residents will then make their way to the Village Hall where there will be an opportunity for 
the children to visit Santa’s Grotto. Sherry and mince pies will be served, with more carol singing from the Choir and 
the reveal of the 1st Advent Window. 
 
24/099 To confirm the arrangements for the Christmas Advent windows events this year 
Councillor Rowlinson said that the advent windows event is progressing but that she may need to print some flyers 
which would result in a small expense to the Parish Council. 



 
24/100 To consider provision for the 2025 Cricket Season  
Councillor Reid stated that numerous enquires have been received during the year about sharing the park with 

Duffield Cricket Club during 2025.  
 

Revenue for the cricket pitch has increased significantly in 2024 and in addition to this the Parish Council no longer 
has the financial burden of maintaining mowers and sight screens.  

 

Duffield Cricket Club have expressed an interest in continuing to use the park as the home pitch for their 5th team. 

They have also asked if we could consider alternate Sundays for their growing girls/women’s team.  

 

As always, the Parish Council has to balance park usage, ensuring that casual park users aren't unduly 
disadvantaged by organised sports. Obviously allowing another team to use the park would increase our revenue but 

we risk the weekends becoming too cricket orientated. The Park Group therefore propose that Duffield Cricket Club 
should remain as sole user of the cricket pitch between 1st May and 31st August, with the option for them to utilise 

Sunday for matches.  All agreed.  

 

24/101  Correspondence for Action 
• Parish and Town Council Liaison Forum. Tuesday 15 October 2024 5pm – 8pm, County Hall, Matlock – it was 

noted that no Councillors are available this year.  
• Request from Book Exchange for the Parish Council to fund some brackets to create storage for the surplus 

books. It was agreed to ask how many brackets and what size were required. 
• Email from Breadsall Parish Council regarding a joint speed watch initiative. It was agreed that if Breadsall are 

looking for somewhere to store the speed watch equipment Little Eaton can accommodate it. 
• Email from DCC regarding registering for the 2024/25 Snow Warden Scheme. It was noted that Councillor 

Poyser-Darby has agreed to be the Snow Warden again this year. 
 

 24/102 Correspondence for Information  

• Due to surface repairs, Public Bridleway Nos 6, 28 and 31 at Little Eaton will be closed from Moor Lane to Derby 

Road from 20th September to 13th December 2024.   

• Defibrillator located on the CO-OP building is out of action as it was hit by a delivery lorry.  The Defibrillator has 

been ‘de-activated’ and will be replaced once the Insurance claim is settled. 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 


