
 

 

 

LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL  

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday 23rd October 2024 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors Howard (Chair), R Brown, E Jennison-Boyle, J Reid,  

P Rowlinson, R Scott & K Shankland 
IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk, District Councillor B Eddy 

 
 
24/103 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor J Bush who was unable to attend due to illness 
and A Campbell and E Poyser-Darby who were unable to attend due to work commitments.  
 
County Councillor Hart sent her apologies. 
 
24/104 To consider Councillor co-option 
The Clerk informed members that an application for the vacant parish Councillor position had been received. 
  
Councillor Howard proposed and Councillor Rowlinson seconded that Kate Shankland be co-opted as Parish 
Councillor. All agreed and Kate Shankland was duly co-opted as a Parish Councillor. 
 
Councillor Shankland signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and agreed to abide by the Councillors Code of 
Conduct. The Disclosure of Pecuniary and Other Interests form was also given to Councillor Shankland to complete.  
 
24/105 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests – Councillor Rowlinson and Councillor Scott declared an 
interest in item 24/116 as they have a connection with Little Eaton Diamonds Football Club.   
  

24/106 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes)    
(a) A period of not more than fifteen minutes will be made available for members of the public and Members of 

the Council to comment on any matter  

(b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County Council or Borough Council Member is in attendance they will be given 

the opportunity to raise any relevant matter  

 

District Councillor Eddy stated that the consultation into the effects of Storm Babet last October had started and will 

run until December 2024.  

 

EBC’s September scrutiny committee had been cancelled due to the Labour Party Conference. It is predicted that 

EBC will have a sizeable surplus at the end of the financial year and so Councillor Eddy will be questioning at the 

November meeting, why the Concurrent Function paid to the Town and Parish Councils was cut so drastically, rather 

than more gradually.  

 

Councillor Hart gave an update via email.   

 

DCC has a vast quantity of jobs at the moment and are still dealing with problems left by Storm Babet. Therefore, a 

certain period of time needs to elapse before outstanding issues can be chased.  CC Hart will however now chase 

the clearing of the fallen tree on Millenium Way and also the cutting back of vegetation on the cycle path. 

 

The planning application has finally been granted for the work in Little Eaton of the Derby to Ripley Active Travel 

plan.  The team have been working on it already and as soon as the project plan is completed hopefully work can 

commence. 

 

24/107 Variation of Order of Business - none  
  

24/108 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not applicable. 
   

24/109 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meetings held on 25th September. 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/council/have-your-say/consultation-search/consultation-details/section-19-flooding-investigation-consultation.aspx


 

 

All agreed that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes of the monthly council meetings held on 25th September 
2024 as being a true and correct record. 
 
 
24/110 Chair’s Report 
The Chair reported that he had received a quote for the subsidence work on the pavement near the car park barrier, 
but was waiting for another.   
 
The Chair will meet with the Derby Daybreak Rotary Club to discuss the role of the Parish Council generally and also 
potential further work in the churchyard. 
 
24/111 Report of the Parish Clerk 
The Clerk informed members that NALC has released details of the annual pay award. 
  

There is just one group that uses the Parish Council’s storage facilities that hasn’t updated their asset list. Once this 

is received the annual rents and insurance invoices will be sent out. 

 

24/112 Working Group Feedback:  

• Village Hall   

o Councillor Brown reported that the Village Hall Committee (VHC) had appointed a new caretaker but 

is still looking for a replacement Voluntary Treasurer. 

o The next step is to sort out the cleaning contract for the Village Hall and Pavilion. 

o The key box has been installed. 

• Park Group    

• Park 

o The fallen tree on Millenium Way is still lying on the verge, but as mentioned above CC Hart will 
chase getting this removed.  

o The Park and Churchyard maintenance contracts have not progressed during the month.  

• Playground 

o No update as the Parish Council is waiting for funding to become available. 

• Churchyard update 

o The application for permission to undertake the tree work in the churchyard has been submitted to 

EBC and a decision should be made mid-November.  

o The next area that the Derby Daybreak Rotary Club will be concentrating on will be the undergrowth 

next to the paths, in preparation for the new path being laid. Which will happen once the tree 
maintenance has been carried out. 

o The data for the Bat Survey is now in the process of being collated into a report. 

• Finance Group   

o Minutes from the Finance Group meeting held on 10th October were circulated to members 
together with a first half year comparison of actual income and expenditure compared to that 

forecast.   

o It was noted that the savings, predominantly from the termination of the public toilet cleaning 

contract had resulted in an underspend of £2.7k.  

o The Finance Group proposed that the underspend be used to fix the subsidence on the 

pavement near the car park barrier. Any underspend remaining after these works would be 
spent first on remedial work on the tiles in the Pavilion communal showers and then on repairs 

at the churchyard.  All agreed. 

o Councillor Howard proposed and Councillor Brown seconded that as the subsidence was 

creating a trip hazard and the quote received from AB Camp represented good value for 
money, the Parish Council should accept the quote and also ask them to add 2 folding posts to 

prevent cars parking on the pavement and damaging it.  All agreed. 

• Environmental Action Group   

o Councillor Reid stated that there had still not been an EAG meeting, but that a litter pick has been 

arranged starting at 10am from Croft Corner on Sunday 17th November.  

o It was agreed that in future the Parish Council will reuse the Remembrance Day wreath (if 

appropriate) and make a donation to the RBL instead. 

• Footpaths  

o Councillor Bush reported both broken gates on footpath number 10, behind Woodlea 

Grove, but DCC have said that gates are the responsibility of the landowner in most cases 
and, as these do not seem to be needed for stock control, the landowners are not under 

any obligation to maintain them. 



 

 

o The clearance of Footpath number 2 on Morley Lane under the Derbyshire Immediate 
Justice Scheme will start again soon.  

o Councillor Bush is still working on clearing the brambles/rubbish at the back of the LEPH 
and is very close to finishing. 

 

24/113 Finance 

Payments for October totalling £3,105.49 were circulated to members for approval. All agreed that the payments be 

approved and the accounts to which they relate paid.  

 

A bank reconciliation showing the current account balance of £26,563.30 was circulated to members. 

 
24/114 Planning Applications  
Application Reference:  ERE/1024/0016 – Co-op Food 158-160 Alfreton Road, Little Eaton  
Proposed Development:  3 x internally illuminated fascia sign. 4 x window panels  
It was resolved that the Parish Council has no objection to this application subject to any lighting installation being 
shown to have been designed and installed to minimise light pollution/obtrusive light; in compliance with Institution of 
Lighting Professionals (IPL) Guidance Note GN01/21 The Reduction of Obtrusive Light 2021. 
 
24/115 To consider grass cutting contracts for 2025 – defer to November meeting. 
 
24/116 To consider proposal from Little Eaton Diamonds FC to include a provision for training in the 2025 
contract  
It was agreed that more consideration was required as to how the proposed new provision could affect all the other 
users of St Peter’s Park.  
 
24/117 To consider the Pavilion cleaning rota – defer to November meeting. 
 
24/118 To consider the Annual Inspection report- Vicarage Lane Play Area – defer to November meeting. 
 
24/119 To consider dates for Full Council meetings for 2025  
The dates for the 2025 monthly meetings were agreed by Councillors along with the Annual Parish Meeting, which 
will be held on Wednesday 21st May 2025 7pm – 9pm.  It was noted that the meeting in January 2025 will be held on 
the 3rd Wednesday, 15th January.  
 
24/120 To consider the Christmas lights switch on at Croft Corner and by who  
It was agreed that the Christmas lights will be switched on at Croft Corner at 4.30pm by the Chair. 

 

24/121 Correspondence for Action  

• Email from EBC asking if the Parish Council would like to host a walk during Erewash Walking Month, which will 
be held from Thursday 1st – Saturday 31st May.  Walk Leader Training will be available sometime in February/ 

March to help organisations planning to host walks. – Councillors do not have the time to commit to hosting a 
walk at the present time. 

• Email from a mobility scooter user who is struggling to negotiate the canal side path on Millenium Way due to the 
condition DCC have left it in following the recent cutting of the overgrown vegetation. – reported to DCC and 

County Councillor Hart to chase.  

• Email regarding accumulated leaf debris and litter drastically reducing the width of the footpath on the canal side 
on Millenium Way – see comment above. 

• Email from Sport England Active Places regarding the facilities at St Peter’s Park – clarification needed as to 
whether the request covers all facilities irrespective of whether they are open to the public or restricted to club 

members. 

 

24/122 Correspondence for Information  

• Email received regarding fly tipping on Millennium Way on 15 October which has been reported to Erewash 

Borough Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 

 


