
 

 

 

LITTLE EATON PARISH COUNCIL  

clerk@littleeatonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on  
Wednesday 15th January 2025 at Little Eaton Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors Howard (Chair), J Bush, R Brown, A Campbell, E Poyser-Darby, 

J Reid, P Rowlinson & K Shankland 
IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk & County Councillor Hart  

 
 
24/139 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor E Jennison-Boyle who was unable to attend due 
to illness. 
 
Apologies were also received from District Councillor B Eddy. 
 
24/140 To Receive Declaration of Members Interests – Councillor A Campbell declared an interest in item 24/155 
as she has a connection with Little Eaton Diamonds Football.  
 
The Chair declared an interest in item 24/157 as he is Vice Chair of the Carnival Committee. 
 
24/141 To consider any applications for Dispensations - none.  
 
24/142 Public Speaking – (15 Minutes)    

(a) A period of not more than fifteen minutes will be made available for members of the public and Members of 
the Council to comment on any matter  

(b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County Council or Borough Council Member is in attendance they will be given 
the opportunity to raise any relevant matter  

 

County Councillor Hart stated that she had been able to support Little Eaton in Bloom and the Carnival with small 

contributions from the Community Leadership Scheme. 

 

DCC are piloting a new machine for repairing potholes more efficiently. 

 

DCC have expressed an interest, and are pushing to be in the first tranche of local governments moving to become 

Unitary Authorities. It is however unlikely that it will be in the first tranche due to the recent creation of the East 

Midlands Combined Authority. 

 

County Councillor Hart stated Highways is currently putting together their 2026/27 Capital Programme.  If there are 

any suggestions for roads to include in their annual highways inspection and potential inclusion in the Capital 

Programme, the Parish Council should submit details by 7th February to CC Hart.  

 

24/143 Variation of Order of Business - none  
  

24/144 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 – not applicable. 
   

24/145 To confirm the minutes of the monthly meetings held on 27th November 2024. 
All agreed that the Chair be authorised to sign the minutes of the monthly council meetings held on 23rd October 
2024 as being a true and correct record with the following amendment: 
 
Page 2 Under Minute 24/115 Grass Cutting Contract for 2025, the following be added to the end of the minute ‘A 
quote received from Mark Toms was circulated.  It was agreed to accept the quote at £45 increase for Park Square 
and Croft Corner.’ 
 
Proposed Councillor Howard and seconded by Councillor Reid. 
 
 



 

 

24/146 Chair’s Report 
The Chair announced that regrettably Richard Scott has resigned as a Councillor with immediate effect, although he 
has agreed to remain Chair of the Thomas Bates Trust.  
Richard’s resignation means that a new representative from the Councill is required for the Village Hall Committee. 
Councillor Shankland stated that she is prepared to become a committee member.  It was therefore resolved that 
Councillor Shankland be appointed as a member of the Village Hall Committee. 
 
As usually, the Advent Windows were excellent this year and are now displayed on the Parish Council’s website. The 
Christmas Fair at the Queen’s Head was also a great success and the Parish Council extends its congratulations to 
all the groups involved in organising it. 
 
Actions from the Minutes 
24/117 To consider the Pavilion cleaning – Councillor Brown circulated a quote from J W Cleaning Services Ltd 
for weekly cleaning of the village Hall and Pavilion. Councillor Brown proposed and Councillor Howard seconded that 
the Parish Council accept the quote of £200 +VAT per month to clean the Pavilion and outside toilets.  All agreed.  
 
24/147 Report of the Parish Clerk  
The Clerk reported that Sara Troman had met with Councillor Campbell and they were now looking at a possible 
Heritage Lottery bid which will focus on works in the churchyard.  Sara has suggested a meeting with Councillors to 
produce a master plan for the park and churchyard which could be used to direct individual bids as the opportunities 
arise.   
 

Councillor Campbell proposed that the wall on Vicarage Lane could be included in a grant application and Councillor 

Howard will arrange to get a quote as a starting point. 

 

Councillor Campbell informed members that a funding application had been submitted for an accessible basket 

swing to be installed at the playground. 

 

It was also agreed that an article should be placed in the next Newsletter inviting residents’ thoughts on installing a 

MUGA next to the Village Hall on the opposite side to the playground. 

 

24/148 Working Group Feedback:  

• Village Hall   

o The Committee have decided that the Treasurer’s role will be a paid position, and a job description 

and person specification have been prepared ready for advertising the role.  

o A locksmith has looked at the faulty lock on the main entrance doors.  He has said that if a new lock 

and suite of keys is required, the cost will be in excess of £2,000.  

o The Committee is currently gathering quotes for the lock, the lights and the heating service. 

• Park Group    

• Park 

o There are two lights out in the carpark that are not working.  The cost for new bulbs is around £300.  
It was agreed that as this is within the Park Group’s budget, Councillor Reid should go ahead and 

arrange for the bulbs to be replaced.  

o DCC have still not moved the tree on Millenium Way, however the Canal Group have said that they 

will take a look and see if they are able to cut it up and create a log pile. 

o The Friends of Little Eaton Canal’s January Newsletter reported that butterfly numbers in September 

along the length of Millenium Way, where the rewilding areas were created in 2024, were 
significantly up on the previous year.  

o The speed bumps at the entrance to the carpark are lifting and is difficult to resecure as the tarmac 
underneath is degrading.  Councillor Reid therefore proposed that a concrete strip should be laid 

under the speed bumps so that they can be secured more effectively.  All agreed.  Councillors Reid 

and Poyser-Darby will organise this and will also install the bollard on the new tarmac pavement and 
the cycle rack at the same time. 

• Playground – no update 

• Churchyard update 

o The tree removal and pollarding work has now been completed.   

o The majority of coppicing work on the laurels has been carried out, the remaining work will be 

completed at the weekend.  

o The Chair reported that he has received two quotes for the corner wall and is meeting with a third 

contractor at the weekend. The Chair proposed that £2,500 should be allocated to the corner wall 
repairs, from the reallocation of funds from the maintenance contract savings and agreed at the July 

meeting.   



 

 

• Finance Group   

o A draft budget for 2025/26 was circulated to members. It was agreed to increase the precept 

for 2025/26 by 2% to £44,303. 

• Environmental Action Group  

o Councillor Brown stated that he had sent off a funding request for £20,000 towards 
solar panels and an electric generator for the Village Hall, as well as a few smaller 

items such as litter pickers.  

• Footpaths  

o The clearance of Footpath 2 on Morley Lane has stalled and Councillor Bush will chase 
Derbyshire Immediate Justice Scheme for a date when they will resume the work.  

o The gate on Footpath 15 is in disrepair and Councillor Bush but as it is a simple repair he 

will fix it next week. 

o Councillor Bush also reported that there is a lot of litter on the newly created Greenway 

path and he will go and litter pick in the area. 

 

24/149 Finance 

Payments for November totalling £4,160.55 were circulated to members for approval. All agreed that the payments be 

approved and the accounts to which they relate paid.  

 

A bank reconciliation showing the current account balance of £17,061.42 was circulated to members. 

 
24/150 Planning Applications  
Application Reference: ERE/1125/0010 – 1 The Mews, Rigga Lane, Little Eaton 
Proposed Development:  Single storey side extension 
 
It was agreed that as the application has only recently been received and Councillors have not yet had a chance to 
read it, Councillor Brown will take an initial look and email his comments to Councillors.    
 
24/151 To consider the following quotes received for 2025/26 maintenance contracts  
Quotes received from contractors were circulated to Councillors 

• St Peter’s Playground and car park maintenance - It was agreed to award the contract to Bottle Brook 
Gardens at an annual cost of £4,960 

• Mowing of St Peter’s Park – it was agreed to award the contract to TH Heath at a cost of £71 +VAT per cut. 

• Mowing of Millenium Way – All agreed to award the contract to Bottle Brook Gardens at an annual cost of 

£1,750. 

• Churchyard maintenance - it was agreed to award the contract to Bottle Brook Gardens at an annual cost of 

£3,280. 

 
24/152 To consider entering into a gritting service contract for the steps and paths around the Village Hall  
Councillor Reid stated that he had received a quote for gritting the paths and steps around the Village Hall, the car 
park and the Church path. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk will check how often the paths etc would need to be gritted if there is, say, a continuous 
week of freezing weather.  
 
The Clerk will also find out whether the Parish Council has an obligation to grit the paths. 
  
24/153 Review of the Parish Council’s CCTV Policy  
A revised CCTV policy was circulated to members.   
 
It was agreed that the CCTV Operators will be Councillors Brown, Howard, Jennison-Boyle and Reid.  
 
All agreed to adopt the revised CCTV policy. 
 
24/154 To consider Newsletter advertising 

Councillor Howard proposed that the quarterly Newsletter be printed in colour rather than black and white.  It is 
hoped that this will increase residents engagement in it. As the cost will increase it was proposed that the cost of 

advertising should be increased to £350 per year but that the advert will be twice the size and therefore have more 
impact.  This could leave a small cost that the Parish Council will need to cover.  It was agreed that the Newsletter 

will be printed in colour for 2025 and any costs not covered by advertising will be borne by the Parish Council. 

 



 

 

24/155 To consider the charge to Little Eaton Diamonds for use of St Peter’s Park for additional training/friendlies 
outside of 1st September to 30th April 

Following discussion it was agreed that the total charge to Little Eaton Diamonds FC for use of St Peter’s Park for 
both training and matches for 2024/25 will be £1,000. 

 

24/156 To consider request from Duffield Cricket Club to install a fixed artificial wicket in St Peter’s Park 
The request to install a fixed wicket int St Peter’s Park was discussed.  Duffield have offered to pay for the cost of 
installation and maintenance and so there would be no cost to the Parish Council.  
 
It was resolved that as this would lead to more games being played on the pitch, residents views on the matter 
should be sought. It was agreed that a piece will be placed in the Spring Newsletter inviting comments. 
  
24/157 To consider request from Little Eaton Carnival to use sports bar area of the pavilion for the storage and sale 
of beer between Thursday 15th (noon) through to 11pm on Saturday 17th May 2025.  

The Chair stated that as part of Little Eaton Carnival’s 100th anniversary they are hosting a Beer Festival on Saturday 
17th May.  The beer needs to settle for a few days prior to serving and so they would like to rest it in the Pavilion’s 
Sports Lounge.  

It was agreed to allow Little Eaton Carnival to use the Sports Lounge to rest the beer prior to the Beer Festival. 

24/158 Correspondence for Action – none 

 
24/159 Correspondence for Information  

• Mobile library will be visiting Little Eaton 6th February and 6th March.  See website for details - noted.  

• DCC are starting preparatory work on the 2026-27 Highways Capital Programme. It was agreed that 

Councillors will have a think about which roads to ask to be included in the Capital Programme.  

 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 

 


